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Listed below is a selection of our large range of over 130 Australian models in our range. For a free 
catalogue send a stamped self addressed envelope for the full list. 
‘HO’ Scale Tri-ang Service Sheet Sets - 
FOO8 1927 Sydney Suburban 4 car set ‘HO’ Scale 49.50 | Tri-ang 1955 to 1966 50 page $25.00 
FOO9 1932 Sydney Suburban 4 car set HO’ Scale 49.50 | Tri-ang Hornby 1968 to 1971 27 page $14.00 
F010 Double Deck Suburban 4 car set HO’ Scale 49.50 | Hornby 1974 to 1978 67 page $33.50 
F011 Sputnick Sydney Suburban ’S’ 4 car set’HO’ Scale 49.50 | Hornby 1980 to 1989 68 page $34.00 
F012 Sputnick Sydney Suburban 'W’ 4 car set HO’ Scale 49.50 | Full Set 1955 to 1989 212 pages $100.00 
F013 Double Deck Interurban 4 car set HO’ Scale 49.50 | Tri-ang TT 10 page = $5.00 
F014 Standard Sydney Suburban NSW 4 car set ’HO’ Scale 49.50 | The above are copies of the originals. 
F015 Standard Sydney Suburban 'W’ 2 car set’HO’ Scale 25.15 | Add $2.00 P & P. _ 
F016 Bradfield Sydney Suburban ’S’ 2 car set HO’ Scale = 25.15 
1 F017 Bradfield Sydney Suburban 'W’ 2 car set ’HO’ Scale 25.15 ww 
F018 Double Deck Interurban NSW 2 car set HO’ Scale 25.45 
’N’ Scale Suburban Sets, New Run 
F128 Sydney Suburban ’W’ 2 car set’N’ Scale 20.00 
F129 Sydney Suburban ’W’ 4 car set’N’ Scale 37.50 
’SN3%’ Scale, New Run 
F130 CJF Q.R. Louvre Van SN3% Scale 9.00 
°O0’ Scale Master Kit Series, New Range 
M501 MHG Guards Van N.S.W. ’O’ Scale 65.00 
M502 MLV Louvre Van N.S.W. ’O’ Scale 65.00 
M503 FME Container Flat Wagon & 6 LCL Containers 
’O’ Scale T.B.A. 
M504 MRS Refrigerated Van ’O’ Scale T.B.A. 
Ruining gear packs for all of the ’O’ Scale kits will be available early August. 
Decal packs for all of the ’O0’ Scale kits will be released at a later date. 
Also available is a very large range of old Scalextric, Tyco, AFX, Matchbox, Powertrack and Tonka 
Polystil spare parts and accessories. 
For Australia’s largest range of Triang Hornby spare E.T.C. Run 2 trains on the one track - 
parts, a large selection of old and new. From the see our working display. 


| 1950’s to today’s models. Motors, motor bushes, 
armatures, wheels, wheel bushes, side rods, 
cylinder blocks, screws, bodies, chassis blocks. etc. 


Also Tyco train & car spare parts. Scalextric spare 
parts, Friedmont kits, Iron Horse Model kits, etc. 
We also have a large range of ’0’ Scale new and 
second hand items, locos, wagons, track and 
assorted items. 


Repairs for Tri-ang, Hornby, Tyco and Scalextric. 
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MODERN, RELIABLE 
Iron Horse Hobbies ELECTRONICS 
CONTROL TWO TRAINS 
‘Polygon Wood’ Yerong Creek, NSW 2642 A ON THE SAME TRACK 


@ 
Phone & FAX (069) 20 3726. et ee 


guaranteed to operate as prescribed in brochure.) 
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BOX HILL & DISTRICT MODELLERS CLUB 
PRESENTS THE MID YEAR 


TOY & TRAIN 
COLLECTORS FAIR 


SUNDAY 7TH MAY 1995 
10am - 4pm 
Mount Waverley Secondary College 
Cnr Waverley and Huntingdale roads, Chadstone 
Melways map reference : Map 69 Ref K3 
100 Stalis Packed With 
A large selection of new & used model railway Equipment, Toy 
Trains, Model Cars, Planes, Boats, Toy Soldiers, Model Kits, Books 
Movie & TV Toys, Tin Toys and much more 


OLD, MODERN & COLLECTABLE, TINPLATE, 


DIE-CAST TOYS 
Hornby Trains * Dinky Toys * Britains Soldiers * Corgi Toys 
Triang Trains * Matchbox Toys * Lima Trains “ Micro Models * 
Hornby-Dubio Trains 


FREE VALUATION SERVICE FOR 
YOUR OLD TOYS. 


Tea, Coffee, Refreshments Available. 
Admission : Adults $3.00 Children $2.00 Family $10.00 


For information and table bookings telephone 
@ (03) 801 3242 @ (03) 701 1068 @ 015 300 238 @ 


NO SMOKING PERMITTED IN HALL 


3 Jillian Avenue, 


: | Highett Victoria 3190 | 
CREEK - 
Specialists in Architectural 


and Model Railway Structures 
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Introducing a (1:48) 
Fine Scale Kits a —o 


A MINERS CABIN KIT IN O SCALE . 
@ CASTINGS BY GRANOT LINE FIRST IN A SERIES. 


@® ScALE TIMBEF- | sete! | 
@ Pere SCHED BoOocHewseG 


eRe StHem COTTER. ¢90.00 Kit 


eTans Ww [48 SNE plus $4 
@ SEP BY Ste INSTRUCTION = P= 
@ Fees UT CAD SOC = 
ScCHIMrYrEeY CASTROG pos: 

@ Proascexs ons Pet oy 
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@ OLr RUSTY WATER TANS 


Kit Building & Scratchbuilding Service 


A new range of Australian Outline, Detailed HO Scale Architectural Building Kits in 3.5 mm ( 1:87 scale ) 


Featuring : 


e Scale Timber 

e Clapboard Siding ( Pre-cut ) 
e Card Stock | 

e Cast Shop Front Details 

e Pre-Etched Roof Sheeting 

e Chimney Casting 

e Grandt Line Windows 

e Door Castings 

e Sign Boards and Lights 

e Down Pipes and Gutters 

e Scale Timber Stumps, Bearers and Joists 
e Full Plans 


Hurry 


e Limited run of 20 kits, the first in a series of fine scale models in HO. 
e Also available in O Scale ( 1:48 ), to special order. Board-on-Board construction for O Scale. 


UES as 


« HO Corner Milk-Bar $ 78.00 
O (1:48 ) Scale Corner Milk-Bar § 110.00 


Phone 03 553 0470 for details. 


From the Managing Editor 


This issue is much later than the 27th 
March posting date I originally set. This 
is entirely to circumstances within my 
control. Yes, I could have put off my two 
daughter's weddings, my trip to the U.S.A 
in February/March, told my house guests 
not to stay with me, and put off family 
dinners for birthdays (three birthdays all 
fall together in late March/early April. 
Also I could have stayed at home and not 
attended the Victorian Branch Exhibition. 

However, being a mere male, I baulked 
at those options and took the soft option 
of delaying Journal. However, this does 
highlight the fact that some assistance 
could be provided in the form of a sub 
editor. Such a person would require a word 
processor such as Microsoft Word, Word 
for Windows or Word Perfect and would 
receive items submitted by disk and cor- 
rect the layout as required, and also to 
correct articles that have been scanned for 
errors. If ] could receive all articles on disk 
ready to paste, it would save an enormous 
amount of time. Any volunteers! 

Because this issue is so late, | am cut- 
ting the number of issues this year down 
to five. The next issue (226) will nomi- 
nally cover the months of May, June, July 
and 227 will cover August, September, 
October. Consequently, the editorial dead- 
lines for issue 226 have been amended as 
per the panel on the right. 

My apologies to our advertisers for this 
reduction. The programme notes for the 
Branches has been cut due to ther late- 
ness of this issue, although I did receive 
the WA Programme in time for this issue 
rather than the next, a small blessing! 

Roger Lloyd 
Managing Editor 


Notice 


This publication accepts no responsi- 
bility for the accuracy or reliability of ar- 
ticles or advertising published herein, 
statements made or opinions expressed in 
papers or discussions, nor do we neces- 
sarily subscribe to the views expressed or 
implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or prac- 
tice of advertisers herein. This publication 
reserves, at all times, the right to refuse 
acceptance of any matter considered un- 
suitable for publication. 
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Editorial Deadlines 


The deadlines for the next issue will be 
Sth May for hand written articles, 10th May 
for neatly typed articles and State News, 
10th May for articles on floppy disk (IBM 
format either 3'% or 5%) and 20th May for 
addresses and envelopes. Collating and 
posting is expected on 29th May. 
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Secretary’s Desk. 
Membership Numbers 


There has been some confusion ex- 
pressed regarding membership numbers. 
This matter was brought to the attention 
of the Federal COM at the AGM. the next 
few months. 

The number that appears on your 
membership card is not your membership 
number, it isa receipt number. Your mem- 
bership card is also a receipt for your cur- 
rent membership. 

Each member had a membership 
number allocated to them by the registrar 
when they first joined AMRA. This 
number appeared in the original material 
that you were sent when youjoined. Don't 
worry if you can't find your membership 
number. The registrar has a record of all 
membership numbers issued and in any 
case the membership numbers are not 
being used for much at the moment any- 
way. 

This is about to change!! The number 
of changes of address that the registrar is 
receiving is getting quite substantial as a 
result in the growth in membership over 
the years. It is becoming difficult to track 
which change of address belongs with 
which member particularly since there are 
members with similar names (eg the 
Stephen Chapman who lived at Marayong 
was always being confused with me when 
he used to be a member). The solution to 
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the problem of keeping track of which 
member is which when corresponding 
with members of the Federal COM is 
to use the membership numbers that we 
already have. 

In the next few months the Federal 
COM will be updating the computer 


Strata Florida Station 


Do you have a Photograph or any infor- 
mation regarding this station ? 

I am researching the history of the Sta- 
tion site and am interested in copies of any 
Photograph, memories of when the trains ran, 
information or any ticket/invoice or bill from 
Strata Florida Station. 


Please Contact - 
P.D.Matthys, 

1. Station Cottage, 
Ystradmeurig, Dyfed, 
SY25 6AX, WALES UK. 


(All reasonable expenses covered) 
Please help if you can. 


program used to print the address la- 
bels for Journal so that the membership 
numbers will appear on the address la- 
bels. When you want to correspond 
with Federal COM to renew your mem- 
bership, or make a suggestion, or 
change your address, you need simply 
quote the membership number from 
your last Journal envelope (or cut the 
label out and attach it to your corre- 
spondence) and we will know exactly 
who you are and some of the current 
confusion will be removed. 

As an incentive to quote your mem- 
bership number on your next renewal, 
the Federal COM will be placing all 
membership numbers (other than their 
own) that are received by the due date 
for renewal into a draw and the mem- 
ber whose number is drawn will receive 
twelve months free membership. 

So watch out for your membership 
number to start appearing on the label 
on your Journal some time in the next 
few months. 

Stephen Chapman 
Federal Secretary 
(membership number 3733) 
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Information and Directory of Office Hider - AMRA 


Federal Committee 


Federal President Brian Tyson 

Federal Secretary Stephen J Chapman 
Federal Registrar Norm Read 

Federal Treasurer Ken Edwards 


New South Wales Committee 


President Phil Kelly 
Secretary David Bennett 
Treasurer Jack Parker 
Publicity Officer Vacant 


Address all correspondence to: 
The Secretary 


Clubroom address and telephone: 


Victorian Committee 


President Bob Edwards 
Secretary John Harry 
Treasurer Stuart Westerman 


Clubroom address and telephone: 


Queensland Committee 


President Tony Weber 
Secretary Bob Mawson 
Treasurer Arthur Hayes 


Clubroom address and telephone: — 


Western Australian Committee 


President Simon Mead 
Vice President Richard Smart 
Secretary Barry Bryant 
Treasurer Alan Porter 


Clubroom address and telephone: 


(Corrections, additions to the directory would be most welcome. Please sen 


22 Tobruk Avenue Carlingford NSW 

PO Box 150 North Strathfield NSW 2137 

27 Josephine Crescent Moorebank NSW 2170 
3 Augusta Street Strathfield NSW 2135 

8 Easton Road Berowra Heights NSW 2082 


20 Lee Street Condell Park NSW 2200 
200 President Avenue Miranda NSW 2228 
34 Strickland Street Bass Hill NSW 2197 


PO Box 194 Rockdale NSW 2216 
Chapel Lane Rockdale 


PO. Box 110, Blackburn Vic 3130 - 

68 Lahona Avenue Bentleigh East Vic 3165 
10 Gardenia Crescent Cheltenham Vic 3192 
92 Wills Street Glen Iris Vic 


20 Rosemary Street Bellbird Park Qld 4300 
633 Webster Road Chermside Qld 4034 

21 Madison Street Sunnybank Hills Qld 4109 
20 Murphy Road Zillmere Qld 


-11 Grant Street Embleton WA 6062 
22 Astral Avenue Carlisle WA 6101 


- 139 Seventh Road Armadale WA 6112 


21 Prosser Way Myaree WA 6154 
24 Moojebing Street Bayswater WA 


02 872 3512 
02 824 1295 


02 642 3828 * 


02 456 2868 


02 790 5317 
02 524 3655 
02 724 5348 


02 567 1899 


03 802 6887 
03 570 4406 
03 583 8655 
03 885 7034 


07 288 1780 
07 359 1031 © 
07 345 7887 
07 862 9633 


09 276 8745 
09 3619631 
09 3991116 
09 330 1848 
09 377 3456 


d them to the Managing Editor) 


by A W MacDonald 

Continuing with stories of my sojourn 
in far central west Queensland bring more 
memories to mind, particularly those cen- 
tred on C16 locations. 

Soon after my experience working the 
‘midnight horror’ to Barcaldine with 
JJohnno’, I worked the same job again with 
my regular mate. The machine was in a 
pathetic state. Our problems began when 
we stopped short of the water tank at 
Brixton, on a rising grade. Unable to lift 
the load, we resorted to see-sawing the train 
to and fro in the hollow until we finally got 
set at the hydrant for water - considerable 
time lost? 

Then a few miles further on, continu- 
ally using sand to stop the driver wheels slip- 
ping, the sand supply ran out. With the 
valve left open, I had a ride on top of the 
boiler for a short distance scratching the 
remains in the sand dome into the sand 
pipes every time the wheels slipped. That 
soon came to an end and from then on, 
whenever wheel slip occurred, | was down 
on foot beside the engine, shovel in hand, 
transferring sand‘from the side of the track 
onto rails laden with heavy dew. 

Finally to Barcaldine, having lost a cou- 
ple of hours in 90: km, with only enough 
steam pressure to keep the Westinghouse 
pump working and the boiler water just 
showing above the bottom nut of the gauge 
glass. As we progressed through adversity, 
my mate kept saying:'we'll get shot for this’, 
but I kept telling him we had done what the 
Commissioner had told crews to do when 
he was in Longreach some weeks earlier. 
Some crews had talked to him and com- 
plained about the condition of some of the 
locos, to which he replied "do the best you 
can and persevere with the load at all costs’. 

To top off that experience, our next ros- 
ter saw us lined up a few days later to work 
the same job. The same C16 provided for 
power. Having put my previous perform- 
ance down to my inability, and not wanting 
a repeat of the previous journey, my mate 
took the shovel, probably expecting to show 
me how it should be done. It didn't make 
much difference, the tip proving to be al- 
most identical, in that we ‘scratched for 
steam and water’ for most of the way, al- 
though the sand supply lasted the distance 
(probably due to there being a lighter dew). 
And as for the water tank at Brixton, I did 
what I had at times told my mate he should 
so: ‘don't worry about trying to stop on a 
rising grade with the tender - well set for 
the job. Overshoot slightly and drift back 
the required distance’. 

My final experience with the ‘horror just 
before leaving Longreach for greener pas- 
tures, involved C16 Number 616. I had last 
seen that loco several months before my 
transfer from Bundaberg. That loco worked 
into ‘Bundy’ from Gladstone, by a Bundy 
crew who, as they progressed towards 


Memories 


Bundaberg, dropped offloading bit by bit, 
struggling into Bundy with about an 80 ton 
load (couldn't do things like that out west - 
there was nowhere to drop loading off; you 
had to persevere with it!). 

616 was then to continue on to 
Maryborough after coaling etc at North 


Bundaberg depot. I was rostered on the job - 


with none other than Percy who, on each 
occasion I worked with him, told me I would 
never make it as a fireman. He never hurt 
my feeling, as he was a likeable old fellow 
and I had no qualms about heading to 
Maryborough with him, fully expecting that 
he would not be taking a full load with that 
particular engine since he knew that it was 
in Bundy on its way south to workshops. 
Out of loco at North Bundy, over the bridge 
to Bundy Yard and Station where we were 
met by the SM, asking of Percy, ‘what load 
will you take?’ Surprise, surprise! Percy 
replied ‘the maximum’, then added that he 
didn't want any interference from control. 
he nominated the amount of time he ex- 
pected to lose to Elliott. He would analyse 
the situation and at Isis he would advise the 
SM how much time he would lose on 
Cherwell bank. Things worked out as he 
calculated, despite blowing stays and tubes, 
dull steaming and other deficiencies! Over- 
all, if not a picnic, it wasn't a really bad trip. 
Percy was a good engineman (and he knew 
it), who never indulged in dirty tricks as 
some drivers were prone to do from time to 
time - he was an ‘honest runner’. One thing 
was in ourfavour on that job. The distance 
to Maryborough is less than half of that be- 
tween Gladstone and Bundaberg, while 
Bundaberg to Maryborough is a much 
easier road to work. 

With regard to 616, that run I regard as 
the end of Chapter One. 

Chapter Two concerns 616 some months 
later in Longreach after its spell in work- 
shops. 

My final ‘horror’ to Barky was headed by 
616. It was a picnic and I have often though 
over the years that maybe my mate figured 
there may have been some hope that I would 
make the grade to fireman eventually. A 
C16 in good condition will take the cake. 
For some time he may have been trying to 
get similar results from a tired and worn out 
machine. Everyone agreed that 616 was an 
engineman's dream. 

As for Percy, I often think back to those 
days. Over the last ten or twelve years, 
whenever I met someone from Bundaberg, 
I have always asked if they had known the 
old gent. I believe that after many years in 
retirement, finally living on his own, he had 
fallen, been knock unconscious and bled to 
death from a head wound, in his home. 
Neighbours checking up on his whereabouts 
had found him some time later. 

Reverting to my arrival in Longreach - 
several days after arriving there, I checked 
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up at the appropriate place as to the wherea- 
bouts of the wagon containing my furniture. 
It appeared the wagon had just disappeared 
and enquiries over the next few weeks drew 
a blank. Then one of the shunters said to 
me ‘we've got a wagon of furniture of yours 
here, we've been shunting it up and down 
the yard for about three weeks. What do 
you want to do with it?’ So I quickly made 
arrangements to offload it and store itina 
corner of the Goods Shed, which was almost 
empty, despite a fair amount of traffic in and 
out. I was still hopeful of finding accom- 
modation, but things dragged on week af- 
ter week with no change in the situation. 

A cold winter turned into avery hot sum- 
mer, requiring each member of a crew to 
carry a large water bag of his own instead 
of the usual small one shared. A trip to 
Winton saw water bags empty before reach- 
ing Morella, where they could be refilled 
with water suitable for drinking - again 
empty by Choregon. No water there for a 
refill, so at times a drink came from the ten- 
der; it usually contained a mixture of river, 
bore, creek water or whatever, from as far 
afield as Yaraka, Emerald, or places 
inbetween. All spiked from time to time 
with anti-foam chemicals! Probably didn't 
do the stomach much good, or maybe it was 
countered by a couple of glasses of beer, 
partaken of as soon as possible after arrival 
in Winton! 

Somebody said of very hot days 'you have 
to get down beside the hot boxes if you want 
to cool off, and even the water bags have a 
full head of steam’. (Hot boxes - axle boxes 
which have overheated!). 

A few weeks before Christmas of 1953, 
one of the drivers took his annual leave and 
he and his wife went back to Gladstone to 
await the arrival of their first offspring. My 
wife and two year old son came from Bris- 
bane as we were given the use, in their ab- 
sence, of the flat they were renting. Rumour 
had it that one of the houses in the row of 
eleven on the opposite side of the tracks to, 
and facing, the station was about to fall va- 
cant. As I was the employee who had been 
longest in Longreach without accommoda- 
tion, I had hopes of getting the house be- 
fore ‘Captain’ and his wife returned for their 
flat. I hoped to have my family together 
again before Christmas, as one son was in 
Brisbane with Grandma. Applications were 
called in due course for a tenant for the 
house, but yours truly missed out in favour 
of a fireman who had been in Longreach 
about half as long as I had, on the grounds 
that he had one child more than myself. I 
then just hoped something else would turn 
up before we had to quit the flat. 

By this time, I had become aware that 
the large classification of ‘Cleaners to Fire- 
men’ made in mid 1953 contained some ir- 
regularities. It was accepted practice that 
seniority always applied in classing to 
higher grades, with the option that one need 
not apply for classification, in which case 
seniority would be downgraded; as vacan- 
cies fell they would be filled by the more 
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senior applicants. But by the 1953 case, men 
were classed to depots for which they had 
not applied, preferring instead to be passed 
over for the time being and at a later stage 
to apply for a transfer to a more amenable 
depot. 

Also, when applications were called for 
the promotions, they Weekly Notice re- 
quested applicants to nominate the depots 
to which they were prepared to transfer, in- 
ferring that the most senior applicants 
would have first choice of the best depots 
in good towns and that transfers out of their 
present depots would be, as usual, on the 
basis of seniority. It didn't happen that way, 
as some fo the most senior men stayed on 
for some months in their current depots, due 
to busy sugar cane and other traffic, while 
the more junior men got quick shifts. Up 
till this point ‘Seniority’ was a longstanding 
Union - Government Railways agreement. 
At this time, this even applied on double 
headed trains on which the Senior Driver 
was rostered on the lead engine. The De- 
partment had broken a longstanding rule on 
‘Seniority’ - moreover, by moving me so 
quickly out of Bundaberg as well as deny- 
ing me the house, the Railway Department 
had broken another longstanding rule: that 
which came under the heading of ‘Priority’. 
The result of this chain of circumstances 
was that I was getting a chip on my shoul- 
der. 

The straw which broke the camel's back 
wasn't long in being added to the load. One 
of the long time Longreach originals, in a 
casual conversation, gave me some of the 
history of the loco crews. Among the origi- 
nals who had lived all of his life in 
Longreach, one fireman's name was men- 
tioned. He was not in any of the current 
crews, which prompted me to ask what had 
happened to him. I was informed he had 
transferred to Mayne in Brisbane and that I 
had taken his place. I began my thinking 
process by wondering what had happened 
to the flat or whatever he must have had, as 
he was married with children and, further, 
why did he go to Mayne if Longreach was 
his home town. My questions brought an- 
swers. He and his family lived with his 
mother and he transferred to Mayne to keep 
his family together while his wife was un- 
der medical treatment. The result - I'm los- 
ing out on the whole deal and I'm not hav- 
ing much luck keeping my family together’. 
The old saying ‘Lose some, win some’, sud- 
denly applied. 

Good news came from a friend from my 
Bundaberg day, who classed as a Driver to 
Mayne about the time I went to Longreach. 
He told me there was a vacancy about to be 
filled at Mayne for a fireman. The position 
would not be filled by a cleaner, as promo- 
tions were quickly slowing down; partly due 
to the impact being made by diesel electric 
locos at Mayne and, also because, at that 
time, there were no Mayne firemen away. 
So, if I was interested to be sure to apply. 

As soon as the Weekly Notice arrived, I 


made my application, feeling very sure of 
getting the position; sold my furniture 
which was quickly being spoilt cooking in 
the Goods Shed, and generally prepared to 
head east closer to salt water. Hopefully we 
would be on the move by the time our 
friends returned to their flat and that was 
as if turned out. 

The Department lost no time in allocat- 
ing the vacancy, nor in advising me when to 
travel, resulting in a mid-January departure 


from Longreach, afew days before ‘Captain’ 


and his family returned. 

I often think back to some of the 
Longreach experiences: such as the train 
of empty cattle wagons we took to Winton, 
with a layoff in that town of eight or nine 
hours expected in the Quarters. Then we 
were to return to Longreach with several 
hundred head of cattle on their way to, per- 
haps, Lakes Creek abattoirs, or maybe even 
further than Rockhampton. Arriving in 
Winton after about eight hours on duty, we 
were met by both Station Master and the 
Train Drover, who pleaded with us to get his 
stock loaded and under way before he 
started to lose beasts. The stock had arrived 
about eight hours ahead of the time for 
which the train was booked, and was not in 
good shape. We agreed to load the stock 
and get underway for Longreach as soon as 
the engine had been coaled and readied. 

This was done by the loco labourer while 
we had a meal. As we would have been 
about sixteen hours on duty by the time we 
reached Longreach, we made the proviso we 
would hand over to a fresh crew when we 
arrived. When we pulled into Longreach 
we found there was no crew available and 
we were pressured to go on to Barcaldine, 
which we did after taking on more coal and 
doing ‘Loco’. By now, the stock was in bad 
travelling shape. We were met in 'Barky' by 
an Alpha crew and returned as passengers 
to Longreach on the train which they had 
worked to 'Barky'’. From sign-on to sign-off 
we were on duty for about twenty four hours, 
paid for at various overtime and penalty 
rates, plus four hours at passive rate while 
travelling as passengers. Quite a boost to the 
pay envelope for that lot. 

Something similar to that experience 
occurred only a few weeks later: again to 
Winton, which would have had us spend 
most of Christmas Day in Winton Quarters, 
with the rest of the day en route for home. 
On arrival in Winton, we were met by Mort 
the SM, saying there was a load ready to go 
and if we wanted to be in it, we could get 
going as soon as we liked if we wanted to be 
home for Christmas. So, a big bustle to get 
the engine coaled and ready, then away we 
went. Unofficially on duty for about eight- 
een hours - officially, two nine hour shifts. 
But, on this occasion, no big deal as far as 
the pay envelope was concerned. 

In the last few weeks before leaving the 
Quarters and going into 'Captain's' flat, an 
extra fireman was with us, on temporary 
transfer from Alpha. The story was that 
earlier he had spent some years, first as a 
'nipper' and then as a fettler. He was about 


my age, so must have come into ‘Loco’ in 
circumstances similar to mine. I did not get 
to know him particularly well as, typically, 
half of the crews were absent on the Winton 
end while the other half were on the 
Barcaldine end. But it was obvious very 
quickly that Sam Dean was a jovial type of 
fellow - the sort of bloke who only had to be 
asked and he was always willing to do a good 
turn. When I departed for Mayne he was 
still a Quarters occupant, but classed to 
driver in Alpha not long after. Idid not hear 
anything of him for several years until af- 
ter the 'Midlander' crashed at Midway 
Creek, when the bridge across the creek gave 
way after being weakened by a flash flood, 
collapsing under the engines. Over several 
years after that event I heard the full story 
from several different sources, so I believe 
what follows is authentic. 

It appears two C17's were rostered to 
head the ‘Midlander’, with Sam rostered to 
‘driver’ on the second engine. The driver on 
the lead engine had not been in Alpha for 
very long and as the night was not fit for 
man nor dog, he put the proposition to Sam 
that since he knew the road inside out, 
would Sam mind working the lead. Sam 
agreed. On a February night just over thirty 
years ago the incident occurred. As far as I 
know, Sam did not get hurt, but the driver 
on the second engine, who was where Sam 
should have been, was one of those killed 
in the crash. 

Those memories of my brief sojourn in 
far central west Queensland, though forty 
years back in time seem like just yesterday. 

From time to time I still wonder, if, at 
dusk everyday, the Sulphur Crested cocka- 
toos descend on the town in their thousands, 
looking for a suitable place to roost for the 
night? 

Does the fly population still number 
about a million for each person? 

What about the one hundred and ten 
miles back of beyond across to Winton? 

At this time of year in 1953 - 54 tem- 
peratures were at time over one hundred 
degrees on the old scale - probably are again 
now. I daresay the trip nowadays by DE is 
like going for a car drive, minus the steer- 
ing wheel - no manual labour, probably in 
an air conditioned cab or, at least, with fans 
to keep the crew cool. In steam days much 
sweat was lost. No use opening the lookout 
windows on the cab front wall or trying to 
get some relief from the heat by hanging out 
of the cab. The century-plus temperature 
outside meant that the breeze coming along 
the boiler was super heated before it reached 
the cab. The best way to keep reasonably 
cool was to draw a bucket of water from the 
tender every so often and tip it over one's 
self. 

And talking of water, looking ahead 
there was always an enormous shimmering 
lake. It would have been good for a quick 
dip, but we never could reach the edge of 
that lake! | 

And so to Mayne ........0000008 
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Have You 


by Ted Thoday 
eens "British Railway Modelling’ 

December: News looks at Wychbury 
Loco Works 7 mm and 4 mm scale kits for 
Hunslet 06-00ST using many common com- 
ponents; GWR Pannier in 'N' from Graham 
Farish; BH Enterprises 'N' scale kit for Class 
59; Crownline conversion kit for Hornby 
A1/A3 to P1 2-8-2; South Eastern Finecast 
4 mm scale kit for LNER W1 ‘Hush Hush’; 
Limited edition wagons and loco from 
Harburn Hobbies; Wheeltapper range of 
LSWR printed coach sides; 'N' Gauge Soci- 
ety kit for Sealion / Seacow bogie hopper 
wagon; Isinglass drawing for LNER V4 2- 
6-2T; Backwood Miniatures Cavan and Lei- 
trim 4-4-0T kit; Tyrconnel range of County 
Donegal Railway 7 mm scale kits; Owen 
Ryder Models 7 mm scale kit for Ravenglass 
and Eskdale Railway Bo-Bo diesel; Graham 
Avis Details accessories for British 'N' scale; 
Garden Railway Specialists sound units; 4 
mm scale Brake Guards Van from Replical 
Models: 7 mm scale narrow gauge wagon 
bodies from Blackberry Way Models; Con- 
noisseur Models 7 mm scale kit for LMS/ 
BR 4F. Product Review looks at Cast Resin 
Buildings for 2 mm scale by Shire Lane 
Crafts; Peco 9' wheelbase steel solebar chas- 
sis kit for 'N’; Dornoplas 2 mm scale kit for 
Ford Cargo Lorry; Graskop rivet tool. Lay- 
out Focus is on Leuchars an 'N' gauge mod- 
ern image layout. Constructing a model of 
S&D West Pennard signal box, includes 
drawings. Construction Review of Martin 
Finney LNER A3 Pacific kit in 7 mm scale. 
Layout Construction looks at South Fore- 
land a terminus in 4 mm scale 00 gauge 
based on the East Kent Railway. The 7 mm 
Narrow Gauge Association is introduced. 
Modelling the XP64 stock, includes draw- 
ings. The decline and fall of Hornby Dublo. 
Scalefour Society competition winners illus- 
trated. The Chronicle of Lock's Siding. 
gage "Railway Modeller’ 

January: Railway of the Month is Upton 
Marsh, a GWR branchin 4 mm scale. Tech- 
niques and materials used in painting the 
back scene. A BR permanent way train 
modelled in 'N' scale. Scale drawings of 
LNER Gresley class J39 0-6-0 includes pho- 
tograph and prototype information. 
Portpyn is a narrow gauge layout modelled 
in9 mmscale. Two 850 class ex-GWR 0-6- 
OPT/ST modelled by converting kits of 
similar types. Scratchbuilding a cheapie 
L&Y ‘Pug'in7 mmscale. Plan of the Month 
looks at Chwarel, a quarry layout sugges- 
tion in 0-16,5. George Green continues the 
description of his Beal and Castle Eden 
Railway. A model sawmill to fill that odd 
space witha lineside industry. A GWR foot- 
bridge constructed from Peter K of London 
7 mm kit. Raikes Street is a compact '00' 
layout for a minimum space situation. Stu- 
dent Modeller describes Great Falls a small 
009 layout. Latest Reviews looks at 
Bachmann LNER J39 model; Parkside 
Dundas 009 kit of Festiniog style coach. 
Dove Valley Models specialises in coach 
construction from kits; stone structures 
from Stone Systems; Waterslide transfers 


Se@N....sse: 


for LB & SCR passenger stock from 
Woodham Wagon Works; Precision Scale 
Models (of Victoria) 'HO' scale brass LNER 
A3 model in various guises representing a 
variety of prototypes; Model Signal Engi- 
neering TVR 6-wheel brake (c.1986) kit and 
parts in 4 mm and 7 mm scales; Southford 
Products have released a rolling road test 
block suitable for 16.5/EM/P4 and 7 mm 
scale 32 mm gauge. NewsDesk looks at a 
battery powered mini finger light; Garden 
Railway Specialists latest releases; N&T 
Contronics capacitor discharge unit; Wills 
Kits railway crest coasters, 21 companies 
available. News for 1995 looks at trade re- 
leases announced for 1995 (see separate 
extract below). 

— ‘Railway Modeller’ 

February: Railway of the Month is 
Shamblehurst, a 009 narrow gauge layout. 
Scale Drawings of LSWR T14 ‘Paddlebox' 
4-6-0 plus a very brief description of a model 
in 7 mm scale. A working trolley bus lay- 
out in 00 scale. Plan of the Month is 
Cranmore, a layout based on a preservation 
era steam centre designed for Percorama. 
Wistow is a north-country based minimum 
space layout showing the potential of 7 mm 
scale. lan Futers discusses the motive 
power, rolling stock and shed described. A 
GWR works train constructed in 4 mm 
scale. Bradda West is a 4 mm scale layout 
based on a Manx 'might-have-been’. 
Wenbury Farm is scenic modelling at its 
best. Motorising a Bulleid Pacific con- 
structed from the static Dapol kit. Improv- 
ing china clay wagons constructed from the 
Ratio kits by providing realistic wagon 
sheets. Student Modeller describes Leices- 
ter South, a Midlands based layout in 4mm 
scale. Latest Reviews looks at Graham 
Farish 'N' scale GWR 57xx 0-6-OPT; 
Parkside Dundas 4 mm scale kit for LMS 
20 ton goods brake van; latest wagons from 
POWsides; BG conversion kit from Hurst 
Models; Peco point motor mounting plate; 
Interspray repaints of Lima Class 37s; ve- 
hicle lights by Viessmann from Model Mas- 
ters; new 7 mm scale detailing accessories 
from Duncan Models (the GWR single line 
token exchange apparatus is among the 
items illustrated); Ratio kit for Midland sig- 
nal box in 'N' scale; Bespoke loco building 
service by Steamline; 7 mm scale narrow 
gauge stock from Alphagraphics; plastic 
building sheets from CGW Nameplates; 
Interfrigo vans in 00/HO0; Battery electric 
loco and wagon from Nonneminstre Mod- 
els; Saltford Models 4 mm scale kit for K 
series industrial diesel; Backwoods Mini- 
atures 4 mm scale kit for Cavan and Lei- 
trim 4-4-0T; 4 mm scale vehicle range from 
Creative Castings; Fanfare Transport Mod- 
els 4 mm scale buses and coaches; RTR tram 
in 'N' from the Tram Workshop. News for 
1995 looks at trade releases announced for 
1995 (see separate extract below). 
oe ’Model Railway Journal’ 

No 74; John Ahern, Master of the Mad- 
der Valley. The name Ahern is inextricably 
tied with high quality modelling. His Mad- 
der Valley layout first saw the light of day 


over 50 years ago. Parts of the layout are 
displayed at Pendon. This article looks at 
the man and his models. Construction re- 
view of the Barry Jones 7 mm scale 7-plank 
PO open wagon made from ‘proper’ materi- 
als, ie wood and metal. Layout design looks 
at Wantage. Small Suppliers Forum looks 
at London Road Models take over of the 
Sharman range of wheels; a drop hammer 
rivet maker from London Road Models; 
Omen Miniatures 7 mm scale figures; 
Brassmasters etched brass baseplates for use 
with flat bottom rail; an electromagnetic 
uncoupling unit from Martin Moss; N & T 
Contronics capacitor discharge unit. John 
Spencer's Colonel Stephens style Ruyton 
Road in EM described. Felt-tipped pens 
recycled into 4 mm scale yard, etc lamps. 
This issue also contains Wild Swan's win- 
ter catalogue 94/95 as a centrefold pull-out. 
aay ’Model Railway Journal’ 

No 75; Small Suppliers Forum looks at 
CGW Models universal jig, a flat ceramic 
tile 140 mm x 200 mm with 3500 holes to 
take pins for chassis alignment, etc; 
Woodhead Models 4 mm scale transfers for 
tank wagons; Charles Frank bench- 
mounted eyeglass; MJT Promotions 7 mm 
scale replica enamel advertising signs; 
Finney / Smith 3 mm scale injection 
moulded wagon body kit; Wrightlines ar- 
moured Simplex narrow gauge 0-4-0 kit; sig- 
nal interlocking computer interface from 
Signal Box Systems; Branchlines Southern 
4 mm scale EMU kits. Model locomotive 
painting by Alan Brackenborough, the ex- 
pert. Construction Review of Masokits 4 
mm scale 'Bloater' underframe kit married 
to a Parkside plastic body. Layout Design 
is Horton-in-Ribblesdale, Yorks. Caron 
Road, a 4 mm scale EM gauge layout de- 
scribed. Construction reviews of 
Shedmaster Kits 7 mm scale kit for an | 
‘Ilfracombe’ goods 0-6-0, and Martin 
Finney's 4 mm scale kit of GWR large prai- 
rie. How to solder moving joints. 
sees British Railway Journal’ 

No 52; Branches Fork and its mineral 
railways described, many photographs plus 
OS Maps, Dalwhinnie, photograph and lon 
informative caption. Franfraith, words, pic- 
tures and OS map, LNER streamline 
coaches described, train make-up, photo- 
graphs. 

.. Great Western Railway Journal’ 

No 13; Definitive article on Uxbridge, 
Vine Street, GWR, includes many photo- 
graphs and OS Map. Drawings of GWR 
2301 class 0-6-0 plus photographs, alloca- 
tion and use. Drawings of GWR concrete 
post and wire fencing. 
yates ’Back Track’ 

February; Pictorial look at BR (WR) die- 
sels on Dawlish seawall. Traffic Operation 
in the Gloucester and Cheltenham area de- 
scribed by a former signalman, includes 
drawings, track diagrams and photographs. 
An historical look at turntables. Memories 
of Euston, pictorial with descriptive cap- 
tions and track turntables. Memories of 
Euston, pictorial with descriptive captions 
and track diagram. A pictorial look at Bul- 
lied Class Q1, the Blue Pullmans, Gresley 
Class V2 and railways in winter all in col- 
our. The Hay Railway explores the archae- 
ology of a railway pioneer. 


Page 30 A.M.R.A. Journal No 225 


NEWS FOR 1995 (extract from January 
Railway Modeller, see article for full text and 
details) 

ROADSCALE MODELS: Existing 4 mm 
scale range will be increased, additions include 
a Thames Trades 4-wheeler with flat or tipper 
body, Sentinel DV 46 and 66 in 4- and 6- whee! 
versions with flatbed, tank and box van bod- 
ies. Pickfords Guy pantechnicon; tipper and 
box van bodies will be added to AEC Mercury, 
Bedford S and TK in their present range. A 
new range of bus kits under ‘The Little Bus 
Company’ label, first will be Bedford OB with 
Beadle and Duple bodies, Bedford WHB and 
WTB models, Guy Vixen with Plaxton body. 
Their range of road vehicle waterslide trans- 
fers will be increased. 

TRAX CONTROLS: ‘Chime’ type steam 
whistle which will stimulate American 3-note 
and British type. Traffic lights control mod- 
ule. Possible 3-note diesel horn. The range of 
accessories will be expanded plus a wider range 
of special function LEDs. 

MAINSTREET MODELS: Range ex- 
panded to over 33 4 mm scale kits ranging 
from pavements and walls to low relief depart- 


ment store. new items include Modern Image 
Shops in both 2 mm and 4 mm scales. Earlier 
4 mm scale kits will progressively be available 
in 2 mm scale, and later in 7 mm scale. 
DART CASTINGS: Now under new own- 
ership. New to the range are Stretcher Cabi- 
nets, Gradient Posts, GWR double ground sig- 
nals and station name board posts to go with 
the Cooper Craft nameboards; a revamped 
detailing kit for the Dapol/Airfix GWR 
autocoach. Plus it is hoped to reintroduce 
Shire Scenes GWR yard gas lamps, Southern/ 
LSWR swan neck lamps. Former Dart Cast- 
ings items not currently available are being 
reviewed for possible reintroduction. 
PEARSE LOCOMOTIVES: 0-40-T Con- 
tinental style loco called ‘Ithon’; 2-6-0 USA 
style Mogul ex-3 foot gauge; in early design 
stage L&B Manning Wardle 2-6-2T, this may 
be followed by L&B Baldwin 2-4-2T ‘Lyn’. 
COOPER CRAFT: BR Mk | coach kits in 
4 mm scale, Corridor second, corridor com- 
posite, composite first and brake composite. 
GP MODELS: '0' gauge kits for GCR 


‘Barnum’ open third and brake third carriages 
to be followed by GCR Class 2 and 2A 4-4-0s 


(LNER 07). 

BRANCHLINES: Under the phoenix la- 
bel a pair of SR EMUs, the 1940 Bullied 4LAV 
unit Nos, 2954/55, Bullied 4SUB unit Nos 
4101-4110; IOM 2-plank dropside open wagon; 
Mank Northern 0-600T ‘Caledonia’. 

NEWS FOR 1995 (extract from February 
Railway Modeller, see article for full text and 
details) 

SHIRE LANE CRAFTS: 
of 2 mm scale buildings. 

SWEET SIXTEEN: 16 mm scale items - 
0-4-0 Beyer Peacock engine; kit for Fowler 8/ 
10HP inspection vehicle, increasing range of 
white metal castings for centre buffer cou- 
plings and 32/45 mm gauge bogies. 

RED DOG WOODWORKING: range of 
baseboard units now gives 504 possible com- 
binations, traversers, turntables and sector 
tables. 

COMET MODELS: Gearboxes, new LMS 
coach kits, tender chassis for LMS and LMS/ 
GWR chassis packs to fit a range of RTR loco 
bodies. 

BACKWOODS MINIATURES: 4 mm 
scale crane tank kit. 


increasing range 


The Managing Editor 
Dear Sir, 

Having read your comments and the letter 
from Rodney Tonkin on the matter of Standards, 
one may have imagined that the Federal COM 
would have received some feedback from mem- 
bers, but from experience from 27 years on the 
COM, I long ago concluded that the majority of 
members do not give two hoots about using stand- 
ards, but are quite happy using what ever comes 
with their ready to run stock or what comes with 
the kits, allowing for those that do replace plas- 
tic wheelsets with metal. Time will tell whether 
we should institute another Standards Commit- 
tee to examine all the points raised and come up 
with some practical ideas. 

There have been queries what does the Fed- 
eral COM do! Most of you would be aware that 
we collect the subs from existing and new mem- 
bers, we send new members a package of various 
information and pay the bills for the production 
of Journal, one would imagine we would also be 
dealing with correspondence on various matters 
from members on matters affecting the Associa- 
tion. Well they could be counted on one hand and 
fingers to spare. May be the COM should be writ- 
ing all kinds of articles and dashing around tak- 
ing photos to fill up Journal and save anybody 
else such a chore. It is the Association's maga- 
zine in which all members are entitled to con- 
tribute anything that could be of interest to other 
members. I think some members would have 
crates of photos, but how often do we see any 
photos of models or layouts in Journal. 

We have sent out hundreds of Members In- 
formation sheets, but so far we gather no one has 
any bright ideas or come across any toolst that 
are handy for modellers and no questions or re- 
quests on any subject. My excuse for not doing 
any of these things is that I average about 25 
hours a week as Federal Registrar. | wonder what 
excuse the rest have? 

Norman Read. 
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Modelling the B13’ and D13% in Sn3'2 


by Steve Malone 

To assist modellers we enclose one of the late 
Steve Suggit drawings of these locos in Sn3%. 
There are a few errors in the D13'2drawing. The 
boiler is 1.5mm too high and the bunker is too 
small. It is always best to check with photos and 
get the model to look right. Even the QR loco 
diagrams have major errors in them. A good 
photo is worth a thousand drawings, perhaps. 
Unfortunately the D13% was not photographed 
very well in its life and the QR photo supplied in 
this issue is the only photo I have seen. You will 
note in the photo that the cab roof is lower than 
in the drawings. In 1930 the cab rooves were 
raised and around 1937 the tenders were added. 
To balance the loco's weight once it had lost its 
bunker, the front buffer beam had bits chopped 
off it and the sand dome was added behind the 
steam dome. 

In Sn3% the boiler diameter is 19mm so one 
could use a piece of 20mm electrical conduit, 
which could be turned down to 19mm and leave 
the boiler bands on. For brass construction, a 
piece of 7/8th" diameter, 16g wall thickness brass 
tube could be used, again turned down to 19mm. 
Romford 15mm Driving wheels can be used and 
Romford 40:1 gears, powered by a 16mm dia 
Mashima motor. A NWSL 38:1 gearbox would 
be better, one can use the taller idler gearbox 
depending how you mount the motor. For the 
D132 one could mount the gearbox on the front 
axle, the gearbox hidden by Sandboxes and 
toolboxes etc - see photo. This would give heaps 
of room to add flywheels and a cab backhead. 
As the B13 is more of a see through loco, the 
gearbox needs to be mounted back on the centre 
axle at least, and use.a shorter motor. Perhaps 
there are better ways to power the B13. A sim- 
ple way to supply tender bogies is to use Round- 
house Archbar Bogies, fitted with Jackson 12mm 
dia wheelsets. Equalising beams can be added 
to the sideframes to improve appearances. One 
side of the wheelsets insulation can be shorted 
out, wipers added to provide tender pickup. 


The QR D13% steam locomotive is a good 
loco for a budding scratchbuilder in Sn3%. 
The six D13% locos built at Ipswich 
workshops were made from odds and ends 
found laying around the workshops. 
Sounds like something we’d do. The 
cylinder sets came from an strange idea to 
convert the B15 locos into passenger locos. 
Instead of fitting smaller cylinders to the 
B15’s, they fitted larger drivers, so they had 
lots of 36" drivers left over, these were used 
on the D134. Later on in the 1930's, when 
they had lots of spare tenders lying about, 
the D134 locos were converted into B134% 
Tender locos. One, ‘Pompey’ still exists at 
lpswich workshops. 


Top: Pompey in happier days in the 1960's 
working as shunt loco at the shops. 
Photo Eric Lyon 

Centre: Engine view of Pompey 


Bottom: Cab view of Pompey 
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Opposite top: A QR D13% loco, 
Opposite left:Inside Cab view of Pompey 
Opposite right: B1344 at Ipswic 
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Weathering Without Paint 


by Peter England 


This article is areprint of notes handed 
at at Peter’s clinic at the 1994 
Association of Victorian Model! Railway 
Club’s Convention. 


Terry Dillan of ‘Joyca’ showed me this 
method many moons ago. 

Material required: 

- No 6 Bristle paint brush - round 
head (el cheapo) 

- Powered Graphite 

- Rembrandt - soft pastels for artists: 

. 100.5 white 

704.9 grey 
727.8 blush grey 
704.3 grey (dark) 
700.5 black 
243.3 raw sienna 
411.3 burnt sienna 
339.3 light oxide red 
347.5 indian red 
538.3 mars violet 

Complete weathering can be obtained by 
the use of powder from pastels, but I prefer 
to pick out such things as brake shoes, steps 
etc with a thin coat of track paint first. 

Place the vehicle, in our case a coach, 
on a piece of newspaper, paper towel, any- 
thing to prevent surplus powder marking 
the good tablecloth, as no doubt your latest 
pride and joy deserves the best treatment, it 
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will be done on the dining room table! 

I normally start with the roof, then sides 
and finally the ends. The coach is standing 
on its wheels on the newspaper, select a dark 
grey pastel and rub in with the bristle paint 
brush so that dust falls onto the roof in a 
roughly even manner, then brush from side 
to side (not lengthways) which darkens the 
whole area adding more powder around ven- 
tilators etc. A little burnt sienna is added, 
followed by bluish grey as dust. All appli- 
cations should be light, remembering that 
it is easy to add more and difficult to re- 
move. When satisfied with the general ap- 
pearance, lay the coach on its side. Apply 
burnt sienna to the bogies and underframe 
in the same way, making powder with the 
brush then brushing across the detail; this 
lifts the relief. Follow up with light and dark 
grey and possibly raw sienna for mud. The 
sides only require a little bluish grey from 
halfway down with dark grey and burnt si- 
enna near the step boards. Ends are treated 
the same way but a heavier application. 

Vans and wagons are dealt with in a simi- 
lar manner with attention given to goods 
carried, ie ballast wagons more light greys, 
chalk and china clay wagons nearly white, 
coal wagons more black. 

Diesel and electric locomotives - do 
these in the same way as coaches. 

Steam locomotives, as for coaches, but 
more black, dark greys and if old and run 


National Rail Corporation, Encore 


Since my last piece about a year ago a 
few things have happened, some in Victo- 
ria, some in other parts of the country. 

Late in 1994 the West Australian gov- 
ernment finally agreed to participate with 
National Rail in running trains into Perth, 
prior to this NR operated trains were to ter- 
minate at Kalgoorlie with Westrail taking 
over. As from Feb 1, 1995 NR crews will 
begin operating over Westrail tracks. In ad- 
dition NR will move to operate the Kewdale 
freight terminal and take over the manage- 
ment of all east-bound interstate rail freight 
from WA. 


Wagon reclassification. 


As NR progressively took over owner- 
ship of wagons the method used was to sim- 
ply stencil an R over the existing code, so 
what was previously a VKEX became a 
RKEX. Even in this there was no 
consistancy as different sized stencils were 
used, depending where the changeover was 
done. Later, permanent metal panels with 
coding information were used, very similar 
to those on SRA vehicles, ie white back- 
ground, black letters/numbers. More re- 
cently I have seen a slab steel wagon (RKEX 
17-P, 3/3/95) completely repainted in an 
overall mid grey, very similar to that on 
South Australian wagons in the 60'and 70's, 
also some wagon logo boards identifying the 
previous vehicle owner have been painted 
out. 


With the arrival of 1995 the next move 
by NR will be the acquisition of locomotives 


‘from the participating systems, some of the 
locomotives may only be required until NR's 


fleet of new locomotives are fully opera- 
tional, sometime in 1996/97. Australian 
National have won a contract to maintain 
sixty National Rail locos to March 1996. 
They will be 10 C class ex V/Line, 11 ANs, 
14 ELs, 15 DLs and 10 BLs ex AN. At the 
time of writing (Mar 95) amaintenance con- 
tract for 7 Gclass ex V/Line and 13 81 class 
ex SRA had not been announced. 

As part of a program to upgrade their 
wagon fleet NR have issued tenders for the 
delivery from USA 42 container loads of 70t 
bogie units with the proviso to supply a fur- 
ther 120 container loads. The result will be 
a conversion/upgrade of 500 wagons from 
50t to 70t bogies. In addition NR have let a 
contract with AN for the supply of 75 five 
pack container wagons, these will be both 
skeletal and double stack well type. The 
wagons will be able to accommodate the 
longer 48 foot (14.6M) containers. 

As part of the track conversion/upgrad- 
ing program in Victoria a number of locos 
have been hired by NR for transfer/works 
trains, from SRA are three 49 class (4910, 
4912 & 4903) and from Victoria are locos 
377, 376 and 373 (ex T class) at the time of 
writing 373 is only on SG, the other two still 
operating on BG. 


down, burnt sienna to simulate rust. Water 
and condensate staining, near whistle and 
safety valves, use white. 

When you are satisfied, blow over the 
whole area to remove surplus dust and 
check that the results required have been 
achieved - if not, add more. 

There is no need to varnish, I never do. 
It is extremely difficult to remove by rub- 
bing. Should greasy finger marking take 
place during later handling, just smooth out 
by rubbing a finger across the affected area. 

This method of weathering is effective 
for overall appearance of dust, dirt, grime 
and filth, but not for heavy rust etc which 
should be painted and then softened with 
powder. 

It is important that any lining, lettering, 
etc be applied and varnished as near per- 
fect as possible as this method of weather- 
ing will not hide imperfections. 

If you propose weathering a vehicle 
straight from the box, you may find the pow- 
der will not take due to the release agent 
applied during manufacture being present, 
wash with detergent, rinse and dry thor- 
oughly. 

Should you not like what you have done, 
wash with detergent, rinse, dry thoroughly 
and start again. 

Polish handrails, coupling rods, buffer 
heads. Dab the little finger into some pow- 
dered graphite and rub onto handrail etc. 
Looks very realistic. 

That's all folks - have fun and do not 
forget to wash your hands - it is mucky work. 


South East South Australia 


Rail Standardisation 


No, this is not the grain lines in the west 
of Victoria, but the Wolseley-Mt Gambier, 
Mt Gambier-Snuggery and Mt Gambier- 
Heywood lines. Transport consultants, 
Travers Morgan have reiterated their con- 
clusion that standardising South East rail 
lines could not be justified. 

The consultancy’s final report gives the 
same pessimistic outlook in the future of 
South East South Australian rail links as its 
draft report. 

The report said there were several op- 
tions for a standard gauge railhead for the 
Mt Gambier region. But concluded "Stand- 
ardising any of the Mt Gambier branches, 
however, cannot be justified, as the timber 
traffic despatched from the region is a mar- 
ginal proposition for rail financially and 
could not support significant capital ex- 
penditure’. 

More recently there has been talk of a 
group from the area, including local road 
transport operators taking over the rail op- 
eration, if they can get government funding 
for gauge conversion. Probably by the time 
you read these notes the final stages of the 
conversion of the Melbourne-Adelaide line 
and the western Victorian grain lines should 
be taking place. It will be very interesting to 
see what moves the South Australian gov- 
ernment makes on this one. 

Geoff Brown 
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Dance of the Couplers 


by Peter Cokley 


Couplers ... the cause of 
many arguments! The kadee 
gang will always tell you what 
is wrong with British Hornby/ 
Triang couplers. Both these 
groups will freely expound on 
what they see wrong with Eu- 
ropean type couplers. "Hell will 
freeze over" before any of these 
camps will admit to the virtues 
of any of the other type of cou- 
pling system! 

Imagine the following sce- 
nario! It is Saturday afternoon 
and your mate arrives with his 
"Pride and Joy"; his latest "Gee 
whiz" model that has the new 
scale wheels and all! It's even 
fitted with a flywheel "Smooth 
as Silk" motor! His face beams 
with pride as he places it on 
your track. He backs it onto 
your rolling stock for a few 
demo circuits of the layout. 
Guess what... his coupler won't 
fit your carriages and your plat- 
forms are too high!! On closer 
inspection, you notice that 
your mate's new locomotive 
isn't even an Australian out- 
line! It is some exotic foreign 
European unit. Perhaps it is 
even built to 00 instead of HO 
scale! Is this situation sound- 
ing familiar? Well, how often 
does this happen across the 
country??!! 

Actually this very scenario 
has happened to the full size 
railways. New South Wales’ 
long distance passenger divi- 
sion-Countrylink- was the or- 
ganisation in question. 

The location was 
Murwillumbah on the end of 
the branch from Casino on the 
far North Coast. The date was 
10 March 1995. Countrylink's 
latest "Pride and Joy", the Eu- 
ropean Tilt Train, was due to 
arrive for a demonstration for 
the locals. On board were poli- 
ticians and Countrylink offi- 
cials, as well as a few selected 
local rate payers. On the plat- 
form was a large group of 
Countrylink publicity staff as 
well as the enthusiastic local 


Top: XPT Power van XP 
2000 arrives with Tilt Train 
to break the banner at 
Murwillumbah. 

Centre: XP 2000 [left] 
coupled to Tilt Train [right]. 
Note the Tilt coupler. 
Bottom: Coupler socket on 
the cab end of the Tilt Train. 
Nose cone had been 
removed. 
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school band. The local Rotary Club was in 
charge of the free sausage sizzle. 

The Tilt Train consisted of an XPT type 
power van [XP 2000] and the three tilt car- 
riages leased from Sweden for several 
months. The third of these carriages was 
fitted with a driver's cab on the trailing end. 

It was pouring rain as the train arrived 
and entered the loop track instead of the 
platform track. Ahead of it was the welcom- 
ing banner it was to break! After the banner 
was ceremoniously broken, the train re- 
versed back through the points at the Ca- 
sino [southern] end of the yard. It then came 
forward to enter the platform road. As the 
rain was still "bucketing down", the train 
stopped level with the platform awning and 
the doors were opened. Well... that was the 
intended idea anyway!! 

The platform was 
too high!! The door 
would not open!! 
Shock..Horror!! Sad 
faces all around.... 

Meanwhile the lo- 
cal TV news crew 
pointed their camera at 
the offending door and 
"rolled the film"! 

After reversing for 
a few metres, the door 
was positioned on a 
curve in the platform 
that gave enough clear- 
ance to open the out- 
ward opening door. All 
was saved!! The politi- 
cians disembarked [or 
Detrained: to use the 
latest "correct term"!] 
and their photos ap- 
peared in the next day's 
local newspaper!! 

The locals then re- 
ceived a demonstration 
of the carriage tilting to 
one side than to the 
other side. We then 
were allowed to board 
the carriages, inspect 
the fittings and receive 
our mementos. Truly; 
advanced technology 
at its best! 

At the conclusion 
of the demonstration, 
the train had to depart 
back along the branch 
line to Casino and head 
for its next demonstra- 
tion in Brisbane the 
next morning. This 
could have been 
achieved easily if the 


Top: Tilt Train 
coupler [left] in place 
ready for XP 2009 
[right] to couple up. 
Note safety vest. 
Bottom: High Tech 
foe eat eS 
Murwillumbah 
environs. Clyde built 
8214 poses next to 
Comeng built XP 
2009. 


driver's cab in the end tilt carriage was use- 
able.. But it was not electronically compat- 
ible with the XPT power van. [Somewhat 
similar to placing a Powerline locomotive 
on track powered by centre studs!!] Another 
solution would have been to use the turnta- 
ble still in place at Murwillumbah. That was 
not going to happen today. 

If it had been a model layout, the usual 
solution would have involved a human 
hand. This hand would have been seen 
manually picking up the power van and 
turning it around, then placing the vehicle 
back on the tracks. But this was not possi- 
ble today. The 72 tonne power van was a lit- 
tle too heavy for my hand!! 

A glance down to the Casino end of the 
carriages gave a strong hint as to the solu- 
tion. A group of officials was gathered there; 


some attired in their latest "high visibility" 
safety vests. [Are the plastic HO sized work- 
ers on your layout fitted with these orange 
vests?? 

The preferred solution eventually be- 
came clear. First a powerful headlight was 
seen approaching from the south, then one 
of Freightrail's locomotives was spotted ap- 
proaching as it towed another XPT power 
van, XP 2009. This power van had its cab 
facing the correct way; towards Casino. The 
locomotive proved to be 8214, one of 
Freightrail's latest models no less, a JT42C. 
This V-12 2260 kw unit had a mass of 132 
tonnes; quite a heavyweight for the 
Murwillumbah branch. The Murwillumbah 
environs were indeed graced by the Rail- 
ways that day! 

8214 passed through the points at the 


southern end of the station and entered the loop 
track. XP 2009 announced its presence to the town 
by belching clouds of white smoke, then was un- 
coupled from 8214 and shunted forward through 
the southern points. It then reversed back to enter 
the platform road, stopping close to the nose of the 
cab on the tilt train. But, mystery still shrouded the 
power van. Hanging off the rear door of XP 2009 
was a small hoist and what appeared to be some 
sort of a coupling device. 

Meanwhile, back at the tilt carriage's non func- 
tioning cab, men were at work. The nose cone was 
stripped off and various hoses were revealed. What 
was not revealed was any form of coupler we were 
familiar with; instead merely empty space. 

The final solution was revealed! The coupling 
device hanging off the hoist on the back door of XP 
2009 was soon fitted into the gap in the nose of the 
tilt carriage and the carriage coupled to the power 
van. With checks completed, XIP 2009 led the tilt 
train and the trailing XP 2000 off towards Casino. 
8214 had the tracks to itself.. 

The result of all this sweat and toil was a cou- 
pler that took the stress of hauling the trailing load. 
The coupler had better work! The Murwillumbah 
branch is similar to many model layouts. It abounds 
in tunnels, steep grades and tight curves. 


MODELLING: — 

Just about all of these events can be duplicated 
on model layouts. Some are easier than other. Peo- 
ple with garden layouts could have electrical diffi- 
culty with the heavy rain. People with scales smaller 
than N scale could have difficulty with finding the 
BBQ snags on the sausage sizzle. The school band 
might stump many modellers. Modelling the TV 
crew might tax the lateral thinkers! The ceremonial 
banner might have to be precut to assist its break- 
ing by the locomotive. 

The "high visibility" safety vests should not be 
too big a problem. A few brush strokes of bright 
fluoro orange might produce the desired results. 

Modellers have a long established method of 
coupling incompatible locomotives and rolling 
stock. Frequently Hornby and Triang rolling stock 
fitted with British couplers have been cou- 
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XP 2009 backs down to the Tilt Train. Note hoist and extra 


coupler hanging from the rear door of XP 2009 


pled to Lima units fitted with European cou- Here is a very cheap alternative to commercial magnetic uncouplers for N Scale 


plers. This is usually by way of a hook | (would probably work for HO scale as well. 


shaped piece of wire fitted over the adjoin- Purchase two magnetic door catches from your local hardware store for 50 cents 
ing couplers. Similar wire loops have been | each. Mount side by side (magnets only) vertically under track to act as uncouplers for 
used to connect Kadee couplers to British | Kadee equipped rolling stock. 

and European couplers. Paint it black, poke | Chris Chapman (Queensland) 


it out of sight and no one will notice. 


CONCLUSION 

Now, as you fumble with that ultra thin 
home made adaptor to couple your exotic 
foreign locomotives to your other 
conventual units, you know that even one 
of the biggest Government operators has 
had the same problem! Their solution in- 
volved large pieces of finely shaped iron- 
mongery that took pneumatically powered 
tools, along with specialised know how, to 
fit into place. 

Now back to your mate's new "Gee whiz’ 
model that has the new scale wheels and al!! 
Fit the home made coupler. Camouflage the 
coupler with a black texta felt pen. Run it 
around the layout and enjoy it! Leave the 
coupler arguments to the "experts’. Anyway, 
there must be something drastically wrong 
with modellers who would rather argue than 
play trains!! 
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From the Blastpipe 

The smell of the 
greasepaint, the roar of the 
crowd!! So it comes time 
for another exhibition and 
also comes time for the 
plea to all members who 
can make themselves 
available over the May 
Labor Day weekend. This 
year sees us holding our 
biggest ever show with 
over 60 exhibits. Though 
we haven't hired any extra 
space, the diligent efforts 
of our illustrious exhibi- 
tion secretary have seen us 
increase the numbers with 
only amarginal increase in 
floor area. it has also 
meant some considerable. 
thinking has gone into 
crowd control to keep the 
people moving and pre- 
vent any traffic jams. If 
you have any time at all 
over the long weekend, 
please come along and give 
us ahand. We require help 
at all times but especially 
Thursday and Friday night 
setup and Monday pull 
down. Last year we had a 
bit of trouble finding 
enough people to do the 
jobs so don't let the other 
members down this year 
and come along. Remem- 
ber, it is only through the 
efforts of members that we 
can stage such an event 
which keeps the club going 
for another year. 


Top: View of the 
Clubrooms and the 
carpark on opening day. 
Those parking attena- 
ants really pack them 
Wc. 

Bottom: A view of some 
of those in attendance 
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Top:View inside the 
Clubrooms during 
afternoon Tea. Bob 
Mawson and Don 
Warn chat in the 


foreground. The 
workshop benches 
on the left, the 


Clubroom layout will 
fill the rear half of 
the space. 

Bottom: The 
plaques celebrating 
the opening of the 
clubrooms. 


As Steve has 
pointed out in the 
clubroom notes, the 
layout ideas meeting 
on the 23rd February 
gave those present the 
opportunity to have a 
say on what we do to 
get trains running at 
Zillmere. The major- 
ity of members want to 
modify the existing 
layout using what we 
can salvage to make an 
improved version. The 
extent of the modifica- 
tions will depend on 
what you want and 
when all submissions 
are collected, the lay- 
out committee will be- 
gin the task of coming 
up with some options. 
It will be then up to 
you to decide which is 
the best not just for 
you, but for all the 
members who wish to 
use it. Some points 
raised at the meeting 
were: 
scrap South Brisbane, 
too cramped, not 
enough room for set up 
diamond __ crossing 
caused too many acci- 
dents 
add more hills 
add less hills 
layout needs to have a 
theme 


layout needs to be op- 


As youcan see, the ideas put forward are 
sometimes not compatible with all mem- 
bers, but what the layout committee hope 
to achieve is to have a workable compro- 
mise which will be satisfactory to the ma- 
jority of members. 

By the time you have read this, the Spe- 
cial General Meeting will have been con- 
ducted, and the proposed changes to the 
constitution will have voted on. The efforts 
of both Stan Moore and Bruce Hoppitt have 
been outstanding in going through it and 
bringing it up to date with the more politi- 
cally correct 90's. It is also a tribute to the 
original architects of the constitution that 
the only real changes are to the numbering 
system and gender. 


Finally, you may have seen a couple of 
new faces around the clubrooms lately, and 
this is because we have invited along those 
people who wanted to join after we left 
South Brisbane. The committee decided 
that things were sorted out enough to allow 
us to again receive potential members. If 
you see anyone who looks a bit lost around 
the traps, say hello and show them around 
or just try to include them in what you're 
doing. It doesn't take much effort to get 
them interested. 

Well that's about it from the front end, 
see you at the show. 

Happy modelling. 
Tony Weber 


_QUEENSLANE 


BRANCH ine 


tN MEMORY GE z 
HARRY CROSSINGHAM 


Branch Report 


After a welcome four weeks break in 
club activities in the holiday season, we were 
back at it on the third saturday in January, 
with an afternoon working bee. The work- 
ing bees have been supported very well by 
members. A lot of soil has been shifted, 
fencing repaired, gates manufactured and 
28 tons of deco distributed. There is still a 
lot of landscaping to do so please help where 
you can. 

The January Monthly Gathering was 
well attended with slide shows from Stan 
Moore (Australian Trains) and Jim Bilby 
(British Railways) . The February Gather- 
ing was also very interesting with the usual 
report from management, a fun auction of 


old sales cupboard stock and a structured 
discussion on the new clubroom layout, 
which invited input from all members. 
Some key points which came up for discus- 
sion was not to rush into it and perhaps set 
up Ian McFarlane's finescale HO gauge lay- 
out in the meantime. 

The Narrow Gauge Modellers nights 
have got off to a good start. Around eight 
members interested in 2’ gauge modelling 
or thereabouts usually turn up. Firstly we 
have a chin wag for an hour or so and show 
what weve been up to, then a short slide 
show for inspiration followed by a workshop 
activity, finishing by 10p.m. 

We are pleased to see members who have 
experienced ill health are back on the road 
to recovery. These were Bob Schelberg, John 
Lees, Jim Trueman and Don Warn (now fit- 
ted with electronic ignition) 

The branch installed a comprehensive 
alarm and fire detection system in the 
Clubrooms. This included acurtain grafitist 
detector on the long back wall facing the 
Q.R. tracks. We have had four attacks of 
the spray can and the alarm system has been 
successful in limiting damage. However 
there have been some bugs in the system 
and we thank our residents, the Bertucci 
family for keeping an eye on things and col- 
lecting dataso the bugs and false alarms can 
be eliminated. 


Safety in the Clubrooms 


We are in the process of setting up the 
workshop and layout in the clubrooms and 
we must remind members of safety in the 
workplace. Always wear safety glasses or 
eye protection when using power tools, 
workshop equipment, when working above 
your head and using glues. It would be best 
to bring your own eye protection. Don't be 
frightened to ask questions about safety or 
use of tools. Safety is everybody's responsi- 
bility, especially for yourself. If you see 
someone do something unsafe, kindly sug- 
gest asafer method. You are not here to get 
hurt, just fun with model railways. 


Branch Timetable 


The official gatherings at the clubrooms 
are on the 2nd and 4th Thursday nights and 
ist and 3rd Saturday afternoons from 12.30 
p.m. 


The Brisbane Miniature 


Train Show 


Here are some notes from Jim 
Christie on the coming 1995 
Queensland Branch exhibition to 
be held from 29th April to 1st 
May. 

Many kindred organizations and indi- 
viduals will join the Association in present- 
ing their talents, skills and artistry in a 2500 
square metre display. There will be 34 
model railway layouts, well supported by 
model engineers, historical groups, retail- 
ers and manufacturers. | 

On the lawn in Alexandria Street, Neil 
Milne will be providing rides behind his 
127mm gauge steam locomotive, Sweet 
Pea’. Additionally, two model engineer clubs 
will have static displays of their locomo- 
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Branch Programme 


APRIL 

27th Thurs-No Gathering- Transport exhibition equipment 

to RNA Grounds and set up. 

28th Fri- Set up show-Erect fencing from 7p.m. 

29th Sat-A.M.R.A. Qld Aunual Exhibition 

30th Sunday-A.M.R.A. Qld Annual Exhibition 

MAY 

Ist Monday-A.M.R.A. Qid Annual Exhibition - Pack up 5p.m. Dismantle 
fencing, canteen and return to Zillmere. 

4th Thurs- Committee of Management 

6th Sat- Working Bee 

Ith Thurs- Working Bee 

16th Tues-Narrow Gauge Workshop 

20th Sat-Working Bee | 

25th Thurs-7.45p.m. Monthly Gathering- Report from C.O.M., Exhibition 


Report. 


tives, the precision construction of which 
takes several years of spare time work by 
dedicated enthusiasts. 

The model railway systems or set-ups, 
known universally as layouts, will encom- 
pass a variety of scales with track gauges 
varying 6.5mm to 45mm. The scale model 
locomotives operating on these layouts will 
range from the inexpensive plastic mass 
produced item to the highly crafted brass 
ones valued at $1000 and upwards. These 
models will be running on layouts featur- 
ing stations, houses, mountains, bridges, 
rivers and miniature people. All the items 
which make up a miniature system. Proto- 
types will range through Queensland, New 
South Wales, New Zealand, Britain, 
US.,A.,and Europe-and will reflect the vary- 
ing artistry and creativity of the construc- 
tors. There will be asize to fit any available 
space from 0.6m x 0.6m up to 10.0m x 5.0m. 
Although most are drawn from south east 
Queensland, the popularity of the exhibi- 
tion is reflected by the inclusion of exhibits 
from Mackay, Port Macquarie and Sydney. 

By special invitation, the Hastings 
Model Railway Club of Port Macquarie will 
be exhibiting their award wining Beyond 
Bulliac' of diorama type construction, which 
has been so well received at shows in the 
south. 

A first for Brisbane, and possibly Aus- 
tralia, is ‘Avondale’, a New Zealand layout 
by resident Kiwi, Les Downey, highly re- 
garded for museum display work in New 
Zealand. It depicts the N.Z.R. in the 1950 
period and includes actual buildings which 
existed in Aukland at that time. 

Richard Van Dyk will present his Brit- 
ish outline ‘Brighton Station’ with operat- 
ing colour light signals. As Richard is still 
at high school this is a creditable effort for 
a youngster. His hobby is financed by the 
worst form of urban terrorism, junk mail 
delivery! 

Paul Hamilton will offer a much larger 
British layout, ‘Selby’. A noteworthy point 
is a functioning lift bridge, a miniature of 
one carrying the railway over the River Ouse 
in Yorkshire. 

An American type layout by Bill Byers 
and Eddie Stavleu, 'Rio & South West Pa- 
cific’, is only 600mm high, ideally suited for 
small children to watch the trains go by. 


Slide show by Bill Dunn and Peter Kennedy on their latest 
holiday to see Steam in Russia. 


“ Three Queensland types will be dis- 
played, 'Warrull’, 'Miva’ and ‘Laidley. The 
latter features the station on the line to 
Toowoomba including the original colonial 
corrugated iron two story station building, 
now only a memory. 

Trams will be provided by The Model 
Railway Group and the Southside N Scale 
Club will have in addition to the club lay- 
out, a smaller u-drive set up for patrons to 
have a go themselves. , 

The narrow gauge light railway scene 
has two representatives. The 009 Society 
will run trains of 2'0" and 2'6" gauges from 
the eastern states on Timba’. The other, by 
James Yuille, is set in the area of northern 
New South Wales and includes flowering 
jacaranda trees. 

Last, but by no means least, Glady and 
Vince Ford will again have their ever popu- 
lar carnival layout, winner of the ‘Most 
Popular Layout’ trophy for several years. 
One need not be a train fan to be intrigued 
by the working 5 rides such as the octopus, 
ghost train merry-go round, ferris Wheel and 
moving ice skaters. The Fords are sure to 
have some additional attractions this year. 

Supporting exhibits will be of consider- 
able variety, not necessarily miniature or 
model, but rail oriented. This includes 
stands by several groups showing the 

patrons how to do it and on site work 
by water colour artist Janet Skinner who 
specialises in scenes of railway interest. 
Darryl! Cross will use the latest in compu- 
ter techniques to promote his computer bul- 
letin board intended specifically for the 
railfan. 

Preservation and museum groups par- 
ticipating include Sunsteam which operates 
steam hauled excursions out of Brisbane, 
Queensland Pioneer Steam who operate a 
vintage Q.G.R. steam train at Swanbank, 
Trainaway Tours who sponsor rail motor 
outings. The museum scene is represented 
by the Australian Railway Historical Soci- 
ety of Rosewood and the Australian Narrow 
Gauge Railway Museum Society of 
Woodford. 

All this enthusiasm needs commercial 
support:this being provided by manufactur- 
ers, distributors and retailers. Apart from 
the local dealers in model railway products, ~ 
included will be others from near-by areas 
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such as Toowoomba Trains, a specialist in 
larger scale garden railways. Manufactur- 
ers attending will come from Grafton, Syd- 
ney, Canberra and once again, Chivers 
Finelines from the U.K. 

Valuable support materials will be of- 
fered in the form of books by Train World 
of Melbourne and an extensive range of 
tools by Linic Proops of Perth. 

The Brisbane Miniature Train Show is 
regarded as one of the nations premier rai! 
exhibitions and is the largest in northern 
Australia. 

This year's show is the most comprehen- 
sive to date and offers many new attractions. 


A.M.R.A at the Q.1.F 


oY John Newell 
This article is reprinted from the 
August 1962 Journal. 

The keynote of the Queensland Railways 
display at the Fifth Queensland Industries 
Fair, from 28th April to 19th May 1962, was 
"PROGRESS". Displays were provided by 
the Railways Department, the Townsville 
Orchid Society and the Queensland Branch 
of A.M.R.A. In the section set up by the Q.R. 
were seen various aspects of railway work. 
On the right hand side of the display was a 
straight section of track, about eight feet 
long, fitted with two track sections, to illus- 
trate track circuits as applied to signalling. 
One section was operated on an A.C. cir- 
cuit, while the other used D.C., and all cells 
and relays were visible.It was an operating 
display, and a small railcar shuttled back 
and forth along the track, operating each of 
the circuits in turn on the forward journey, 
the return journey being non-operative as 
far as the signals were concerned. 

Also seen was a section of the Oil Test- 
ing Laboratory from the Ipswich Work- 
shops. This was a “live” show, and the pub- 
lic was able to observe work being carried 
out an the testing of oil from diesel-electric 
locomotives. Pistons, cylinder sleeves and 
other odds and ends taken from the motors 
of diesels gave spectators an idea of the wear 
and tear experienced in operation. Across 
the front of the whole display were ten large, 
illuminated colour transparencies showing 
work in progress on the Q.R. and some views 
of diesel-electric locomotives in action. 

For the interest of the horticulturist, the 


Townsville Orchid Society railed down quite 
a number of tropical orchids, which kept the 
women out of mischief while the men 
watched the operating model railway. 

The Model Railway display was, per- 
haps, the main drawcard of the whole dis- 
play. Basically, it was the same track layout 
as was used for the 1959. However, an extra 
7'6" was added, making a total length of 
somewhere around 25 feet, and as the theme 
of the layout was altered, opportunity was 
taken to remove the township out of the 
hollow and locate it in a more central posi- 
tion. 

This layout was constructed on a tim- 
ber framework using the ‘open grid’ 
method, the timber being supplied and 
erected by the Railways Department. 
A.M.R.A. members completed the job by 
laying the track and building up the scen- 
ery, which consisted mainly of builders plas- 
ter applied over a fine wire mesh, which had 
been shaped on wood formers. Colour was 
applied using ordinary house paints of vari- 
ous shades, mainly greens, browns and yel- 
lows. To obtain a realistic effect, sawdust 
and sand were sprinkled on while the plas- 
ter and paint were wet. An item of interest 
was a quarry in the background,constructed 
from roughened pieces of “Caneite’, held 
together with a light spreading of plaster. 

It was the aim of members to represent 
a typical Queensland country town, com- 
plete to the smallest detail. Those who saw 
the display will no doubt agree that this was 
done. On the other hand, an effort was made 
to show progress being made in the form of 
a large scale reconstruction project similar 
to that being at present carried out on the 
Mt. Isa line. In this latter case a deviation 
was under construction on the left hand side 
of the layout. The object of this was to elimi- 
nate a wooden trestle on a sweeping curve, 
leading into a tunnel. The detail here was 
exceptional. A Matissa Ballast Tamper was 
located on some newly laid track tn the act 
of packing the ballast, deposited by a bal- 
last train hauled by a PBIS steam locomo- 
tive, the only steam locomotive on display 
at the Fair on this layout. In the centre of 
the crossing loop, were three steel and con- 
crete bridges over the main road. These 
were for comparison with the old timber 
bridge at one end. Some excellently mod- 
elled gangers and fettlers could be seen hard 
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at work laying new track an the deviation. 
Also on this section were various large 
"Matchbox" machines, including bulldozers, 
scrapers and heavy duty trucks extracting 
gravel from the quarry and working it into 
an embankment. These models are quite 


suitable for Sn3’2 work and they were used 


extensively. 

The town itself was basically the same 
as the one used on the old layout, but the 
arrangement of the buildings was altered to 
suit the new conditions. There wert the 
usual small shops, such as Grabbitt and 
Goes store, the cafe, the dress shop and a 
hardware store. On the other hand there was 
the influence of the city, as Woolworths- 
BCC had opened a branch there, and a mod- 
ern bank building was visible. As no town 
would be complete without one, a hotel, the 
Railway Hotel, was built quite close to the 
station. This is an excellent building and 
in its light pink colouring, certainly gave 
flavour to the town. At the rear of the town 
is the remains of a building of some sort, 
destroyed by fire, and this too is a good ex- 
ample of modelling. A church can be seen 
on the outer fringes, and close to it is a two 
teacher school to cater for the educational 
needs of the population. The facilities pro- 
vided for railway passengers took the form 
of an old style station. On the main island 
platform, which is dirt and only just above 
rail level, are two buildings, one the signal 
box and the other the main building. At one 
end of this platform is the other corrugated 
iron "Mens". A cream shed and a shelter 
shed are on the track, which is the "branch" 
on the diagram. The school and the station 
buildings were all made from commercial 
weatherboard material, which scales out at 
6" in 3/16" to the foot scale. 

It would appear that most of the popu- 
lation lives well out of town, as only a few 
residences could be seen. Near the creek 
was a typical Queensland house on stilts. 
It was being repainted, and judging by.tho 
colour scheme used, the owner had recently 
visited the "big smoke" and seen tho gay 
colours in use there. It certainly did liven 
the place up a bit. Down in the valley was 
an old long-condemned farm house which 
sported a TV antenna, and had chooks eve- 
rywhere, even on the front steps. Suppos- 
edly without any worries, the old farmer was 
leaning nonchalantly on his front gate 
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watching the trains. Right next door was a 
white house which is the country residence 
of a leading Ear, Nose and Throat Special- 
ist, Dr. Stephen Sinus. It is a well known 
secret that the doctor is a model railway 
enthusiast, and built his house as close to 
the railway line as possible; in fact it is so 
close that his teeth chatter every time a train 
goes past. This model was built into the 
curved embankment and quite a few times 
as a result of derailments trains would of- 
ten pay the doctora visit. Because of rough 
track on this curve, some trouble was expe- 
rienced in operation, and derailments and 
uncoupling of wagons were common. How- 
ever these are factors which besiege any dis- 
play layout, no matter how perfect. 

At the other end of the layout was the 
fettler's camp which consisted of a row of 
tents and the usual assortment of junk. This 
section was very well detailed, much to the 
embarrassment of spectators as their rov- 
ing eyes picked out one small detail. As they 
looked around their eyes invariably came to 
rest on one particular fellow who was tak- 
ing time off to attend to his duties ina little 
galvanised iron shanty. To make things 


President’s Piece 


Over the last couple of months or so 
things have really been happening around 
the Branch. The large concrete slab has 
been poured. Unfortunately some cracks 
showed within a couple of days after com- 
pletion, the matter should be resolved 
shortly. 

Just when Jack Treseder thought he had 
finished the rockwork of the Great Wall of 
Glen Iris he decided it would be better if it 
was a couple of feet higher and the top level, 
so Jack and the gang got going again. | think 
it was well worth the extra work as it will 
allow Neil Riches to establish a better gar- 
den with level ground. By the time you read 
this Stuart Westerman should have the 
sprinkler system installed. It will certainly 
improve the appearance of our club rooms 
with some greenery along the front fence. 

The new drivers’ stand is now complete 
except for the painting which the 
daylighters have agreed to do after 
Camberwell, then the wiring boys can move 
in. Graham Turner and myself took the job 
on with the objective that once the window 
was taken out and the brickwork removed, 
the large hole in the wall had to be secured 
from the weather and not to interfere with 
the alarm system, and to be completed 


worse, he appeared to be staring straight 
back at the viewers! 

So much for a description of the layout. 
Now for some technical details. The power 
supply was provided by two |2-volt car bat- 
teries, one providing power for one direc- 
tion of travel, and one for the other direc- 
tion. If the system were left as such, the 
batteries would soon run flat. To avoid this 
the batteries were placed on a continuous 
charge from a transformer, and a power sup- 


ply was ensured at all times. For instance, 


if there were a power failure, operation 
could be continued using the batteries. 
From the batteries, the electricity at 12 volts 
D.C. was led to the control panel. This panel 
was a large one, and on it were two rheostats, 
and a large track diagram, split into sections 
of convenient length, each section being 
controlled by a two way on-off switch. Thus 
it was impossible to operate one section with 
both controllers at the same time. Also on 
the panel were two ammeters, one for each 
direction of travel. 

At the front of the layout in full view of 
spectators was a replica of the consoles now 


A.S.A.P. With the help we received from 


Lawrie Bugeja and Neil Hambly, the con-— 


struction was completed within three weeks. 
It should make a vast improvement to the 
operation of the layout. 

As announced at previous Social Meet- 
ings it was suggested that the layout known 
as the main layout should have an appro- 
priate name. I would like to thank the mem- 
bers who submitted suggested names for the 
layout. After much consideration by the 
C.O.M. it was felt that the suggested names 
were not quite suitable for various reasons. 
It was decided to name the layout 
STONNINGTON VALLEY RAILWAY. As 
most of you probably know our clubrooms 
are now in the City of Stonnington and the 
area has always been referred to as the val- 
ley, either Glen Iris Valley or Gardiners 
Creek Valley etc. 

Lawrie Bugeja has done an excellent job 
with printing Journal and the 8000 Exhibi- 
tion Guides etc, and many thanks to the 
collating team for their effort over several 
days to put the guide together. Lawrie and 
his group have been very busy jazzing up 
Kyneton for Camberwell and Hobson's Bay 
exhibitions. Graeme Nitz has designed and 
built new lighting that can be used on both 
Kyneton and Wills Street layouts, and 
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being installed in the Brisbane suburban 
area. From this, all points and signals were 
controlled using relays, and full interlock- 
ing was incorporated. Three Station Mas- 
ters were provided by the Q.R. to operate 
this panel, and to describe the layout over a 
public address system. Except for a tel- 
ephone connection, this panel and the op- 
erating panel behind the layout were inde- 
pendent. For operation, orders were given 
over tho telephone and points and signals 
adjusted accordingly. Lights on the control 
panel indicated the various settings. 

Little more can be said here about the 
layout. To describe it and the models fully 
would take many pages, so we will leave it 
for the time being. As for the trains, we had 
the usual goods and passenger models, 
while all locomotives were diesel-electric 
outline to emphasise progress. All were 
Queensland Railways prototype and built 
to 3/16" to the foot scale. A written descrip- 
tion would not do justice to their excellence, 
as they have to be seen to be appreciated. 
Perhaps at a later date we may be abie to 
devote an article to some of these models. 
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thanks to the members who assisted 
Graeme. 

Trevor Doran, Owen Ely and our librar- 
ian Brian Southwell have not been in the 
best of health lately, and we all hope they 
will soon be feeling better. 

Bob Edwards 
President 


Library Notes 


Oh we really are a multicultural lot here 
in Melbourne! We have railway books in 
German, French, Chinese, Italian, Spanish 
and now, would-you-believe, Finnish: 

Yes, thanks to a donation by Stuart 
Pattison we have Vauhtia ja 
Voimaa...1862- 1987 , ahistory of the Finn- 
ish State Railways. And a very handsome 
book it is too. Also Veturit & Vetajat, which 
translates as Speed & Power, a "power pa- 
rade" of Finnish locomotives. Now I may 
have mixed up the two titles; my Finnish is, 
shall we say, a little rusty. But here, all you 
Finnish railway fans, is your chance. 

Apart from those, pickings are pretty 
slim this month. There's another beautiful 
book by Lou Rae on his beloved Tasmanian 
West Coast, this one titled The Abt Rail- 
way and Railways of the Lyell Region. As 
with most of his, it is self-published for 
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which we must be doubly grateful: it's both 
well written and well produced. A limp cov- 
ered A4, with hundreds of photos, most of 
the later ones in colour (the latest I found 
was October 1994). The Abt system, by the 
way, was a rack railway, allowing grades of 
1 in 16, certainly steeper than anything in 
Australia at the time (or since?). It closed 
in 1963, and Rae bemoans the fact that it 
was allowed to fall to pieces, or dismantled. 
What a tourist draw it would be today! A 
fascinating book about a fascinating place. 

We do seem to have a morbid interest in 
railway accidents. Perhaps it's the only 
chance most of have to see the underside of 
rolling stock. Not many useful photos from 
that point of view in Kenn Pearce's Austral- 
ian Railway Disasters, but lots of 
concertinad carriages, locos at impossible 
angles, and spaghetti-like rail. And facts you 
may not have known. For instance that the 
Prince of Wales (later to be Edward VIII) 
was involved in an accident in which his 
carriage was overturned and tipped down 
an embankment. "He was reportedly found 
seated in his stricken carriage, smoking a 
cigar’ and treated the whole thing as a great 
joke. 

Not that there's much other jokingin the 
book. It's a quite considerable assemblage 
of technical detail, factual description and 
"human interest" and well worth dipping 
into. But it could have done with better 
proof-reading. 

Brian Southwell 
Librarian 


Branch Reporter 


9TH FEBRUARY 1995 - 449TH 
SOCIAL MEETING 

Visitors: Five members from the Croy- 
don Narrow Gauge Group, Grant McAdam, 
Adrian Hoad, Naomi and Gary Kirby and 
Herb Adler (The Ron Wrigglesworth Cheer 
Squad)? 

Models for display: Roger Howlett pro- 
vided information on a new type of drive 
system for model railways. Comprises an 
on-board power source with enough energy 
to run a Portescap motor, infra-red control, 
each loco individually coded, no wiring, re- 
verse loops and compound crossings and 
dirty track are not a problem. Sounds too 
good to be true. Product is being developed 
by Xactoscale (?) and has grown out of P4 
scale. 

Graeme Nitz showed a disassembled 
Fleischmann Magic Train loco which he is 
currently converting to an 0-6-0T, The ob- 
jective is to retain the "family look" with the 
conversion. A photo of the conversion for 
Journal will follow later. 

John Gilmour showed a recent issue of 
the "Eisenbahn" where a modeller had built 
a model of the Cologne cathédrale in N 
scale. John Gardiner showed an example of 
the Powerline WW11 Red Cross Ambulance 
Car which is based on the NSWGR BS car. 

Peter Ogier from the LGB group showed 
some photos of the Williamstown Exhibi- 
tion where an LGB layout was displayed. 
Robert Bogie showed an article from the US 
publication Rail-Pace regarding the deliv- 
ery of 29 General Electric locos to 
Hammersley Iron Company in Western 
Australia. 


Ron Thomas proudly showed some ex- 
amples of strap angle signals he had made 
for the Kyneton exhibition layout. 

Bill Morehouse showed some NMRA 
gauges he had for sale in Willsland at a very 
competitive $8 each. 

Photo Competition 

December winner, Les Johnston. 

Model Competition Peter England, 
Standard category, GWR Footbridge at 
Brent station. Runner up Bruce Race, 
AMR<X car transporter. : 
Ladies Night Out 

8th April, 1930 at Da Leo’s Trattoria Bis- 
tro. 

Maintenance Book. The book is not be- 
ing used properly, all faults should be re- 
ported, otherwise how else can they be fixed. 
Questions for Committee from 
the floor. 

Late starts for Social Meetings, can this 
be improved. Problems with new concrete 
work, are they being addressed. 
Completed Drivers Stand: 

Downstairs Layout 

Congratulations to all those who helped 
with this project. A special thank vou to the 
three who did the major part of the work. 
Graeme Turner, Laurie Bugeja and Bob 
Edwards spent a total of 21 davs of effort 
with some able assistance from Neil 
Hambly. Work was carried out after consul- 
tation with The Layout Group. Graeme 
Turner did a great job building the control 
panel and the painting of the finished arti- 
cle was done by the Daylighters. A job well 
done. 

Agenda ltem 

Guest Speaker 

Ron Wrigglesworth from the Croydon 
Narrow Gauge Group. 

The inspiration started back in March 
1981 at the Camberwell Exhibition when 
Doug Kelly (Branch Line) and Tony 
Walsham (N.G. Models) exhibited a nar- 
row gauge layout. The idea was put forward 
for a Exhibition Layout based on the origi- 
nal concept. The first layout was modular 
using OO/HO scale equipment running on 
9 mm gauge track and not following a spe- 
cific prototype. This has allowed the Group 
get away with all sorts of inconsistencies. 
Since that time the Group have been to 65 
exhibitions, not a bad record. Some of the 
interstate venues have been, Wagga, Pros- 
pect (Sydney), Adelaide, Canberra (twice). 

There are no hard and fast rules or stand- 
ards, particularly on the N gauge modules. 
Ron felt some of the modules are getting a 
little stale and need a little work. The Group 
has had its ups and downs, however one 
important thing is the members all pull their 
weight, it really is a social group. The mod- 
ules are still in feet and inches which is hard 
on some of the younger members who don't 
know what they are. 

The electric power is supplied in 12 wire 
loom, there were some early problems keep- 
ing the trains apart, this is now controlled 
by automatic block section which keeps 
trains well apart. 

The water feature on the layout has been 
a success story, it really gets the public in. 
The new O scale modules are a new stand- 
ard with allowance made for trains to run 
in both directions. Initially it was designed 


to be computer controlled, but as the sys- 
tem was not ready for its first outing, the 
layout was run manually. As a result the lay- 
out has continued to be run manually as it 
is such fun. 

The whole idea is to enjoy operating the 
layout/s and this is how it will continue 
(with around 15 members) into the future. 
Ron then presented a copy of a publication 
on 10 years of the Croydon Narrow Gauge 
Group to President Bob Edwards who re- 
ceived with thanks. Members thanked Ron 
for his talk with acclamation. 

Apology 

In the last Journal there should have 
been a list of forthcoming Agenda Items, 
there were not. | will have to accept the 
blame for this, they were put onto the disc, 
however the disk I gave to Roger had two 
other files with similar names in Word for 
Windows and Wordperfect for Windows (I 
was experimenting). The DOS version of 
Wordperfect had the notes on the Social 
Meetings along with all the Agenda Items, 
the others didn't. You guessed it, Roger used 
the one of those without. Lesson learnt, so 
from now on only information relating to 
the next issue of Journal will be on the disk 
that I give to Roger. 

Geoff Brown 


Programme 

April 

Fri 21 1930 Timetable Operation-USA 
(General 1970 to present) 

Thu 271000 Daylighters 

May 

Mon! 1000 _ Daylighters 

Fri5 1930 European Running Night- 
Austrian (1968 to present) 

Sun 7 1330 Timetable Operation- 
Australian (General) 

Thu 11 1930 Social Meeting-John 
Gardner, Film Night, Model 
Standard Categories 
Photo Victorian Sprinter 
Rail Car 

Sat 131300 Timetable Operation- 
BYO train 

Mon 15 1000 Daylighters 

Fri 191930 Timetable Operation-USA 


(Western 1950/1960) 


Sat 201000 Junior Running Day- 


BYO train 

Thu 25 1000 Daylighters 

Mon 29 1000 Daylighters 

June 

Fri 2 1930 European Running Night- 
Steam (1968 to present) 

Sun 4 1330 Timetable Operation-USA 
(General) 

Mon5 1000 Daylighters 

Thu 8 1930 Social Meeting- Auction 
Night 
Model Standard Categories 
Photo Rack Railway 

Sat 101300 Timetable Operation- 
BYO train 

Fri 161930 Timetable Operation- 
Australian (General) 

Sat171000 Junior Running Day- 
BYO train 

Mon 19 1000 Daylighters 

Thu 22 1000 Daylighters 

Thu 29 1930 Clinics-To Be Advised 


Oo 
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21st April 

22nd April 
24th April 
26th April 


29th April 
Ist May 
3rd May 


Sth May 


6th May 
8th Mav 
10th May 


13th May 
15th Mav 
19th May 
20th Mav 
22rd May 
24th May 


26th May 
27th May 
29th May 
3ist May 
Ist June 
2nd June 
3rd June 
4th June 
5th June 
7th June 
10th June 
12th June 
14th June 


16th June 
17th June 
19th June 
24th June 
26th June 
28th June 


17th July 


Programme Notes 


All meetings, except where noted, will be held in the Branch's 
Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing Street, Bayswater (right opposite to Paddington Street) 
the Swan River about 50 metres east of the traffic signals which control the railway crossing opposite to the 
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Programme 


N Scale Special Interest Group Meeting General Running Night 
HAVE YOUR SAY followed by General Club Activities Note 7 
Australian Std. & Broad Gauge Modellers Special Interest Group Mtg. 

(A) Weekday General Club Activities for retirees and shift workers Note 3 
(B) Tree Making Workshop iv Note 5 

General Club Activities Note 3 

"U.S.A. 1994 - AS SEEN BY SIMON" Note 9 


Note 6 


Note 8 


LMS modellers Of W.A. Special Interest Group Meeting - "Flat Wagons, Bolster Wagons and Containers" 


Note | 


N Scale Special Interest Group's Topic Night - "Problem Solving Night and General Construction Work 


shop’ Note 10 

General Club Activities Note 3 

Sn3'2 Special Interest Group Meeting Note 4 

(A) Weekday General Club Activities for retirees and shift workers Note 3 
(B) Auction Note 11 

General Club Activities Note 3 

8mm Films Shown by Alan Bollans Note 12 

N Scale Special Interest Group Meeting - General Running Night 
General Club Activities Note 3 

Australian Std. & Broad Gauge Modellers Special Interest Group Mtg. 

A) Weekday General Club Activities for retirees and shift workers Note 3 
(B) EXHIBITOR BRIEFING _ Note 13 

Southern Railway Modellers' Special Interest Group Meeting 
EXHIBITION PREPARATIONS Note 15 

EXHIBITION PREPARATIONS Note 15 


Note 6 


Note 8 


Note 14 


EXHIBITION PREPARATIONS AND LOADING OF BARRICADING AND EQUIPMENT _ Note 16 
BARRICADE UNLOADING AT SHOWGROUNDS Note 17 
SETTING UP OF EXHIBITION Note 18 
1995 MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION Note 19 
1995 MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION Note 19 
MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION and Take-down of Exhibition Equipment Note 20 
Return of Barricading and other equipment to Clubrooms Note 21 
TIDY UP CLUBROOM Note 22 
Sn3'2 Special Interest Group Meeting Note 4 
A) Weekday General Club Activities for retirees and shift workers Note 3 
(B) New Members’ Introduction Night Note 23 
N Scale Special Interest Group Meeting - General Running Night Note 6 
Special Project Afternoon Note 24 
Note 25 


1995 MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION 'POST MORTEM ' and DRAW OF RAFFLE 
General Club Activities Note 3 

Australian Std. & Broad Gauge Modellers Special Interest Group Mtg. 
(A) Weekday General Club Activities for Retirees and Shift Workers 
(B) General Club Activities Note 3 

Advance Notice of Annual General Meeting 


Note 8 


The times of the meetings are as follows, unless otherwise noted: 


Mondays: 8.00pm 
Wednesdays: 8.00pm, except for the daytime meetings marked (A) in the Programme,w 


Fridays: 7.30pm 


Saturdays: 1.30pm 
hen the meeting will start at 2.00pm. 


. Moojebing Street runs off Guildford Road towards 
Cresco fertiliser works. 
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The committeeman who is the ap- 
pointed Duty Officer for the meeting will 
open the Clubrooms at least 15 minutes ear- 
lier than the times specified above. 

Visitors are always welcome - just come 
in and introduce yourself to the Duty Of- 
ficer (there are two Duty Officers at most 
Saturday afternoon meetings). The name of 
the Duty Officer is on the wall just to the 
left as you enter the Clubrooms and he will 
be wearing a red "Duty officer" badge - if it 
isn't obvious who the Duty Officer is, ask 
someone there to find him for you. The Duty 
Officer will show you around the 
Clubrooms, which we know to be the best 
of any model railway club in Western Aus- 
tralia and possibly.even anywhere else in 
Australia!) and he will introduce you to 
some of the other members present whose 
modelling interests are in the same area as 
your own. 

The fees payable by members at each 
meeting cover some of the general operat- 
ing expenses of the Branch’s Clubrooms and 
entitle members to free hot refreshments 
(tea, coffee, Milo) and a biscuit (or two!). 
No fee is required from visitors unless they 
keep coming to the Clubrooms week after 
week without even giving a hint about join- 
ing the Association (and, thereby, the 
Branch). 7 

A selection of soft drinks in cans is avail- 
able from the refrigerator in the meeting 
Room - see the Duty Officer to gain access 
to the refrigerator to make your choice. 
Cordial and chilled water are available 
from the refrigerator also and at no cost! 

Note 1 

The LMS Modellers of W.A. aim to in- 
spire the known modellers of the London, 
Midland & Scottish Railway (sometimes 
called the ‘Ell of a Mess Railway!), its many 
constituents and its successor, British Rail- 
ways (London Midland Region) to greater 
heights by these monthly meetings where 
there is an exchange of information on a 
chosen topic, know-how on the availability 
of LMS models, LMS modelling hints and 
tips, mutual admiration of each other's LMS 
modelling efforts and general chit-chat, but 
only on LMS matters! 

Note 3 At the General Club Activi- 
ties meetings, you may use the Branch fa- 
cilities more or less as you wish (provided 
that you recognise the feelings and the en- 
titlements of the other members) - you may 
run your own trains on the Branch’s 16.5mm 
gauge ‘Haltwhistle" layout (except that all 
but the smallest Sn3!' models will have 
difficulty in passing the platform edges) or 
you can use some of the Branch’s gear (see 
the Duty Officer to get an issue of the 
Branch's OO scale equipment), you can do 
much the same an the 9mm gauge- West- 
N-Trak" Layout, you can assist with the 
work on the O scale "Ebford Regis" layout 
for the next Model Railway Exhibition, you 
can help Matthew Turner and the other Stu- 
dent Members with the development of their 
new 16.5m gauge layout, you can browse 
through the mountains of information that 
we have in the Branch Library, you can put 
a videotape in the VCR (and sit back and 
watch 'the show’), you can make use of the 
Branch's "Work Station” for that job that you 
haven't been able to do at home (except that 


you must be accredited for the use of the 
Lathe and the Air Brush - these can be is- 
sued to accredited members by the Duty 
Officer) or, if all these activities seem a bit 
too arduous, you can chat away to like 
minded model railway enthusiasts. 

And, don't forget to ask questions! Find 
the Duty Officer and he will either answer 
your questions or he will find someone who 
can. 
Note 4 At these workshop sessions, 
you can try your hand at building a model 
of a WAGR 3'6" gauge vehicle in S Scale 
(1:64) - you can start, under the guidance 
of experienced modellers, on a fairly sim- 
ple project, such as a 4-wheel GC open 
wagon, and graduate, when youre more con- 
fidant, into more complex goods wagons, 
passenger rolling stock and steam and die- 
sel locomotives and railcars. You can get 
most of your modelling requirements for 
such activities, either from “Paddington 
Market" (styrene sheet, MEK, soldering flux, 
etc.) or from the Railwest Models sales per- 
son present (wheels, compensation units, 
lost wax castings, brass rod, van, coach and 
structure kits, etc.) 

There will be modellers at all stages of 
skill and with their models at all stages of 
completion, so you will not be at all out of 
place whatever your skill level. 

Theres a great group of Sn3'2 modellers 
there to inspire, guide, cajole or, otherwise 
encourage you - to get into and excel in this 
most desirable aspect of railway modelling 
- doing your local scene. 

Note 5 As part of the continuing 
effort to assist new members and other in- 
experienced modellers to add to their mod- 
elling skills and to improve their modelling 
standards, the Management Committee 
have invited Barry Keens and Ted Thoday 
to host the third series of practical model- 
ling sessions. This series will take the par- 
ticipants through the process of taking some 
raw materials and shaping them into com- 
pleted trees, ready to be planted on your lay- 
out. 

See the article on page 16 of the Febru- 
ary issue of THE BRANCHLINE for infor- 
mation on what to bring along with you. 

Barry and Ted have indicated that they 
are prepared to continue organising and 
hosting more of these practical modelling 
workshop series, but whether the Manage- 
ment Committee agrees to make future pro- 
gramme dates available will depend on the 
response to this latest series of workshop 
sessions. 

Note 6 The N scale Special Interest 
Group meetings on the third Friday of each 
of each month are designed to allow active 
modellers in N scale to enjoy running on 
the Branch's "West-N-Trak" layout- How- 
ever, you don't have to be a modeller in N 
scale to come along to these meetings. 

Note 7 Although theres always 
been the opportunity at ‘the first Monday 
of the month’ meeting for members to bring 
up formal business’ regarding the operation 
of the Branch, not much use seem to be 
made of this facility and most of the formal 
business conducted has been members of 
the Branch Management Committee an- 
nouncing what has been happening in their 
‘portfolio. 


Following a suggestion made at the 1993 
Annual General Meeting and trialled on 
three occasions in 1993/94 and twice so far 
this (1994/95) year, it has been decided to 
continue to hold a quarterly "Business 
Meeting’ at which members have more time 
available to them to put forward suggestions 
orto make criticisms of the procedures etc. 

The intent of this meeting (tho final one 
before the 1995 Annual General Meeting) 
is not to usurp the rightful responsibility of 
the Branch Management Committee to 
manage the meeting should be regarded as 
advisory, giving the Branch Management 
Committee useful feedback on what they're 
doing (right or wrong) and giving them food 
for thought’ on possible changes or improve- 
ments. 

The meeting will start at 2.30pm and is 
expected to last no more than 30 minutes. 
While it is being held, all other activities in 
the Layouts Room and in the Library will 
be suspended. This should ensure that the 
meeting is short and snappy, after which the 
normal ‘General Club Activities’ may 
resume. 

Note 8 For all those modellers who 
are interested in modelling the standard 
and broad gauge railways of Australia, a 
monthly meeting to discuss common prob- 
lems and sources of supply of proprietary 
and kit models and modelling materials. 

Note 9 Simon Mead, our President, 
has finally finished editing the ginormous 
quantity of video footage that he shot on his 
railway holiday in the U.S.A. in the middle 
of 1994. Tonight we will be able to sit back 
and savour some of the sights and sounds 
that Simon experienced. 

Note 10 Do you have a current 
project that is giving you trouble? Then 
bring it along and let the others see if they 
cannot help you fix the problem. Bring 
along your current project anyway and let 
the other members see what you are doing - 
you never know, maybe you can assist an- 
other member or give someone an idea of a 
future project that they may wish to embark 
upon. Come along and get involved! 

Note ll Only A.M.R.A. will be may 
submit items for sale at this auction but non 
members will be welcome as potential buy- 
ers. The Auctions Coordinator will give con- 
sideration, if requested, to a using the Auc- 
tion as a means of disposing of the model 


railway items contained in the estate of de- 


ceased persons who were the friends of an 
A.M.R.A. member but not a member them- 
selves. 

The Rules for the Auction are printed 
on the reverse side of the Auction Form 
which will be available at the Clubrooms as 
from Saturday 29th April or, if you cannot 
get to the Clubrooms to pick them up, con- 
tact the Branch Secretary and he will mail 
the necessary number of Auction Forms to 
you. Vendors are requested to complete their 
Auction Form before they come to the 
Clubroom on the evening of the Auction, 
as this assists in the speedy marking up of 
the lots for sale and their display,to poten- 
tial buyers. 

Clubroom will be open from 7.30pm to 
allow for early marking up of lots for sale 
and their display. No items for sale will be 
accepted after 8.00pm. 


Vv 


The Auction will commence at 8.15pm 
sharp. It is expected that the Auction will 
be completed by about 10.15pm. 

Note 12. The THIRD Alan Bollans 
Film Show. Another evening of nostalgia, 
featuring the screen, the whirr of the pro- 
jector and the film from the Alan Bollans 
collection. 

Film 1. Austria and Czechoslovakia 

Film 2. "Duchess of Hamilton" and "Flying 
Scotsman” 1994 

Film 3. The last Steam Hauled “Australind” 
Film 4. "King George V" and "Flying Scots- 
man" double headed on the ‘Atlantic Ven- 
turer Express’. 

Note13 A briefing of all concerned 
with the 1995 Model Railway Exhibition 
(either as an exhibitor or as an A.M.R.A. 
‘official’.). The points to be covered will help 
us put on a good show, as well as enjoying 
ourselves. 

Note 14 Anyone interested in mod- 
elling the Southern Railway, its constituent 
companies and its immediate successor. 
British Railways Southern Region) is in- 
vited to come along and meet kindred spir- 
ifs. 

There's a topic listed for discussion at 
each gathering but at the time of going to 
press, there were no details available on 
what it is to be for this meeting. Mike Sibley 
will be able to provide information on the 
topic for discussion if you contact him on 
496 1243. 

This Group also elsewhere frequently to 
continue their construction of an exhibition 
layout based on Alton, Hampshire, so you 
may be able to show off your skills on these 
other occasions - again contact Mike Sibley 
on 496 1243 to obtain details on where and 
when these other gatherings occur. 

Note 15 — Apart from preparing two of 
the Branch’s layouts for the 1995 Model 
Railway Exhibition.... the "Ossie Gully’ lay- 
out needs to be spruced up and the stock to 
be used have to be checked out.... the 
"Ebford Regis" layout needs all the help 
it can get! . 

There's a vast number of ‘infrastructure 
items used by the Branch to put on a good 
Exhibition that need to be checked out and, 
if necessary, repaired and rehabilitated. The 
list includes the barricading (generally. 
ready to go), the ticket boxes, the BP visual 
screens, possibly the AMC modules, signs 
of all descriptions.... the list goes on and on: 

And there's the admission tickets to be 
numbered, although it is hoped that most 
of them will have been done at the General 
Club Activities meetings in April and early 
May. Anyway, come along and join in the 


by Geoff Brown 

While most of us are keeping abreast of 
what is taking place with the Australian rail- 
way systems, not everyone is so aware of 
what is happening with rail in Europe. 

Through the courtesy of a very active 
group of European modellers at AMRA Vic 
Branch am able to peruse a range of maga- 
zines dealing with the European prototype. 

The following items are from the first, 
second and third issues of a relatively new 
publication titled TODAYS RAILWAYS, I 
hope you find them interesting. 


pleasure of a team effort towards acommon 
goal. 

Note 16 A good turn out of members 
is sought to carry the barricading piping 
and fittings, wooden blocks and other odds 


and ends from the Clubrooms and load it - 


all onto the truck, as well as preparing the 
‘flats’ such as the ticket boxes, the ‘BP’ 
screens and the display boards for early pick 
up on the following Friday. 

There will also be the readying of the 
‘Ebford Regis’ layout for removal to the Sil- 
ver Jubilee Pavilion. Details of the trans- 
portation of this layout will be posted on the 
Clubrooms blackboard as soon as possible. 

Note 17 Assistance with unloading 


of the barricading at the Silver Jubilee Pa- - 


vilion tonight will enable a more efficient 
plan of action for barricading erection to- 
morrow. Starting at 6.30pn, many hands will 
make light work of this task and it should 
all be finished within two hours. Please as- 
sist. 

Note 18 There's a lot to do in setting 
up the Exhibition, apart from the exhibitors 
bringing along and setting up their displays. 
Transportation and erection of infrastruc- 
ture items, erection of the barricading, 
transportation of “"Ebford Regis’ and the 
"Ossie Gully" U-Drive layout... they ve all 
got to be done by someone. Volunteer your- 
self for all or part of this day, either at the 
Silver Jubilee Pavilion as an ‘erector or at 
the Clubrooms as a ‘loader and carrier’ (if 
you have a trailer, it could be useful), Ac- 
tivities will start early (8.00am onwards at 
both locations) and will carry on until it's 
all done, hopefully early in the evening. 

Note 19 Lots of member involve- 
ment is needed to run the Exhibition and 
we hope that all members will be able to help 
at some time over the weekend. Use the 
Roster Form to indicate when YOU can as- 
sist. You'll get to see the Exhibition for free 
if you do and you'll be fed if your duty pe- 
riod spans the lunch period. Otherwise, if 
you cannot help to run the Exhibition, do 
come along to see it.... but you'll have to pay 
to get in and you might get a ‘bit of stick 
from those members who are helping to run 
the Exhibition. 

Note 20 Apart from the involvement 
described in 19 above, there's the need to 
dismantle the barricading and other ‘infra- 
structure equipment and to load these onto 
whatever transport, we have for removal 
from the Silver Jubilee Pavilion this evening 
if possible. Otherwise, some of us will have 
to come back on the following day and were 
not too keen on that! So, again, lots of help 
is needed and if you've got a trailer, you may 


Items of Interest 


GERMANY | 

DBAG (DB+DR) has become the first 
railway in Europe to announce charges for 
access to its tracks by third parties. The tar- 
iffs will also be used for internal charging 
within DB. Prices are mainly based on qual- 
ity of a section of track and its operating 
capacity. Added to this is a charge for the 
type of train operated, be it InterCity pas- 
senger or heavy freight. 

RoLa (‘rolling road") services to Czech 
Republic carrying complete lorries between 
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be able to assist with the transportation. 
Volunteer yourself for this work (the Ros- 
ter Form has a section for this activity), as 
many hands make light work: 

Note 2] =‘ The barricading and some of 
the ‘infrastructure’ equipment will have 
been taken home on Monday evening by 
members with trucks and trailers and, to- 
night, it will be brought back to the 
Clubrooms for return to storage. 

Note 22 Despite the best endeavours, 
it's certain that there will be some tidying 
up of the Storeroom and the other storage 
areas in the Clubroom, following the return 
of equipment from the Exhibition and there 
will almost certainly be more to be done on 
getting "Ebford Regis" back into its proper 
location and getting it back into operational 
mode. 

Note 23 A special evening to help 
new members and/or beginners in the hobby. 
There will be a showing of an appropriate 
video for beginners and there will be a panel 
of experienced modellers to help with prob- 
lems being encountered. New members will 
be given guidance an using the Library, and 
operating the Branch’s model railway lay- 
outs and on the sales facilities available to 
members at "Paddington Market” and at 
"Moojebing Market”. 

Note24 Assuming that your 
BRANCHLINE Editor can thump enough 
keys on his word processor between the end 
of the Exhibition and today, we'll spend the 
afternoon ‘persecuting the paper of the June 
issue of "THE BRANCHLINE'’, collating, 
stapling, folding, enveloping, Post Code 
sorting, etc. .... theres a job to suit every- 
one's talents. 

And for those who are not able to find a 
job in the paper persecuting department, 
there's sure to be some tidying up of the 
storeroom and other areas following the re- 
turn of the equipment from the Exhibition 
and there will almost certainly be more to 
be done in getting the "Ebford Regis’ lay- 
out up and running again. 

Note 25 Tonight, well hear how 
things went at the 1995 Model Railway Ex- 
hibition and then each member present can 
offer constructive comment on what hap- 
pened and how we can improve our per- 
formance for 1996. We'll never improve 
unless we get feedback from members and 
others. 

There will also be that moment when 
someone suddenly gets $1000 richer (and 
two others get $300 richer between them) 
when the 1995 Raffle being conducted by 
the Branch is drawn. 


Dresden and Lovosice in the Czech repub- 
lic were expected to start in Sept, 1994, 


POLAND 

A report prepared by the planning de- 
partment of the Polish Railways (PKP) rec- 
ommends closure of 6000 km out of a net- 
work of 23,000 km of rail lines. PKP has 
prepared a rationalisation plan which not 
only envisages closures but also service up- 
grades. The measures are expected to bring 
PKP back to break even given that the 
Polish state will take over the 250 million 
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infrastructure bill. In the longer term, pas- 
senger and freight businesses will be sepa- 
rated for possible privatisation. | 


FRANCE 

Future For French Night Trains? SNCF 
is carrying out a study of the future poten- 
tial market for overnight trains. Since 1991, 
the overnight market has declined by 15%, 
eroded by faster daytime journeys by TGV 
and competition from airlines. Much of the 
fleet of sleeper and couchette coaches used 
on night services is over 30 years old and 
one aim of the study will be to decide with 
what to replace them, if anything. 

End of the VENTADOUR. Yet another 
SNCE cross country express service, this one 
crossing the dramatic Massif Central moun- 
tain region, has gone. The return 
VENTADOUR service between Lyon to 
Bordeaux via Clermont-Ferrand and Brive 
was been withdrawn, except for Fridays, as 
from 25th Sept 1994. 

Transport of Animals by Train. Ata time 
when ferry companies have decided to 
refuse lorries carrying livestock, it is inter- 
esting to look at the experience of SNCF. 
The recent ban has come about because of 
protests about cruelty from the public con- 
cerned by long journeys without cleaning, 
feeding or watering animals. SNCF has now 
has only one regular cattle service, known 
as Bovitalia, from Parthenay market in the 
west of France to southern Italy or Sicily 
carrying young bulls for fattening. SNCF 
has great difficulty in competing with lor- 
ries which can carry 40-45 animals in dou- 
ble-deck vehicles whereas a bogie rail wagon 
carries only 25 animals. Where lorries tend 
to operate almost non-stop by changing 
drivers, the Bovitalia stops at Mondane on 
the France/Italy border where the animals 
are cleaned, fed and watered as well as be- 
ing inspected by vetinary staff. SNCF do not 
expect to hold onto this traffic much longer 
due to the greater flexibility(?) of road trans- 
port. Clearly humane treatment has a high 
price! 


French Parliament Favours Rail. 

A report by a French parliamentry com- 
mittee published in April 1994 criticises the 
constant increase in road freight to the det- 
riment of rail, demanding that road trans- 
port should pay its full costs (sounds famil- 
iar, GHB) and that Brussels implement 
stricter regulations for road transport (en- 
core GHB). The report also supports a new 
Lyon-Torino line through the Alps, built to 
carry complete lorries by rail. Finally the 
committee recommends splitting the SNCF 
into three units managing infrastructure, 
passenger and freight, although privatisa- 
tion is out of the question. 


SPAIN 

In trials during April/May 1994, a modi- 
fied TALGO PENDULAR trainset briefly 
reached 300 km/h on the Madrid-Sevilla 
high-speed line. The six-coach rake was 
hauled by a RENFE Class 252 AVE loco- 
motive, normally restricted to 220 km/h 
whilst hauling TALGO 200 trains on this 
line. As aresult of the trials, the Talgo com- 
pany has stated its intention of producing a 
prototype high-speed Talgo train within two 


vears. The train will be capable of 350 km/ 
h, be pressure sealed and driven by two 
power cars able to operate off either 3000 V 
de or 25 kV ac overhead. 


SWITZERLAND 

Gotthard Traffic Increases. SBB has be- 
gun a publicity campaign to encourage com- 
panies to send freight by rail over the St 
Gotthard "transit corridor’. Traffic has al- 
ready risen 33% in the first five months of 
1994 on Germany-Italy services provided by 
intermodal operator Hupac. Intercontainer 
has recorded a 30% rise between Scandina- 
via and Italy and occupation of RoLa trains 
carrving complete lorries has risen from 60 
to 70%. 


TGV, TGV, TGV 

SNCF has now officially offered to op- 
erate all non-stop Paris-Brussels services 
with three voltage TGV-Reseau sets as soon 
as possible, perhaps from January, 1995. 
Services will operate from Paris to Lille 
Fives via the LGV then take the direct chord 
to Tourcoing and Mouscron in order to avoid 
reversal in Lille Flandres station. A reversal 
will be necessary at Mouscron, the train pro- 
ceeding via Tournai. 

GEC-Alsthom has finally won the con- 
tract to supply TGV derivitives (*HSH?) to 
South Korea after German industry lowered 
its ICE prices by 10% in a last minute bid 
against the French train. The contract is for 
46 trains, two pre-series rakes will be pro- 
duced in France, the rest under licence in 
Korea. *(High Speed Hyundai's GHB) 

France has been pipped at the post by 
the Japanese in the development of a high- 
speed double-deck train. The East Japan 
Railway 240 km/h double-deck train will 
enter service in July 1995, whilst the first 
pre-series double-deck TGV rake (TGV-2N) 
was due to leave GEC-Alsthom’s factory at 
Belfort before the end of 1994 and start test 
running in 1995. 


While reading through the Austrian 
Railway Groups December 1994 issue of 
their journal I could not help but be im- 
pressed by the amount of track work being 
undertaken to eliminate or significantly re- 
duce speed restrictions in that country. In 
particular, the Westbahn, the main line be- 
tween Salzburg in Germany and Wien (Vi- 
enna) in Austria. Without going into a lot 
of detail the OBB (Austrian Railways) ex- 
pect to have all these works completed by 
the year 2000. The end result will be a rail- 
way that will be able to sustain speeds of 
200-250 km/h for most of the distance. For 
instance between Wien-Salzburg (317 km) 
present timings are 3h 10m, with the 
changes timings will be 2h, between Wien- 
Innsbruck (507 km) present timings are 5h 
12m, this will be reduced to 4h. 


On the local scene, wouldn't it be great 
if our leaders (?) could think this way. Even 
with 200 km/h running between Sydney- 
Melbourne journey times could be reduced 
to 5h, a dramatic improvement on the cur- 
rent timings. But with only 3-4% of travel- 
lers now using rail between these two cities 
I really cannot see any improvements un- 
less they are initiated by National Rail for 


their freight operations. 
Geoff Brown 


What Does This Really Mean? 


Late last year was this rather small arti- 
cle was noted in one of the daily newspa- 
pers. See what you make of it. 


"In a major shake-up of state transport, 
private operators are to be given access to 
Victoria's 5000 km rail network, and truck- 
ing companies allowed to carry billions of 
dollars of commodities previously restricted 
to rail”. 


The Minister for Public Transport said 
the massive deregulation push would lead 
to greater competition and cheaper prices. 
Under the plan, private rail freight opera- 
tors could buy access to the rail network for 
their own or hired rolling stock. It was the 
next logical step to removing restrictions on 
goods carried by road. 

Bans on road transport of bulk limestone 
and sawn hardwoods have already been 
lifted with restrictions on bulk cement and 
bulk briquettes ending at the close of 1994 
and bulk petroleum and grains in 1995. 


Note also that the Managing Director of 
V/Line Freight, a business unit of the PTC, 
is still working on the end of 1996 as a date 
to completely privatise this unit. It will be 
interesting to note in two years time the 
outcome of these decisions. In the mean- 
time I suggest you get photos/videos of 
freight trains running within Victoria, the 
future may not give you the same opportu- 
nity. 


FOOTNOTE: 

At the time these notes were being final- 
ised, I obtained a copy of the Discussion 
Paper, January 1995. As indicated above it 
seems most of what is currently handled by 
the PTC, ie Passenger and Freight may be 
contracted out to private operators, which 
the government hopes will be using their 
own trains. 

Keep those cameras clicking. 


Geoff Brown 
In the Shops 


For those of you who are Tool Junkies 
(can't resist another tool) may I suggest a 
visit to Hearn Hobbies for a fix. Currently 
they have an extensive range of tools for all 
those modelling needs. Knives with a vari- 
ety of blade shapes, saws, mitre box (for a 
true cutting angle), cutters, nippers, pliers 
(both long and short nose), tweezers 
(straight, bent, s/locking), Archimedes drill 
(beautiful, must have one), and a couple of 
pin vise. The one I selected has a swivel 
head, this will save wear and tear on the end 
of my right forefinger, the drill range is from 
0 to .125 Inch, very useful, another plus is 
the two interchangable double ended col- 
lets, one is retained in the body, the other in 
the head. For a quality tool like this, $14.95 
is quite reasonable. Ask for Colin or Rod, 
show your current AMRA card and you will 
be pleasantly surprised. 

Geoff Brown 


A 


Notice of Special General 
Meeting 


Branch members are hereby advised that 
a Special General Meeting will be held on 


SATURDAY 20th MAY at 2PM, immedi- | 


ately prior to the Couplers Clinic. The SGM 
will consider the following: 

"That the motion of the 1995 AGM re- 
garding the Facility Fee:- 
Social events $2.00 
Work days $1.00 
be amended as follows:- 
Student members, social events at Rockdale 
$1.00 
Events exempted from Facility Fee: all 
AGMs, Open Days, Committee Meetings. 


President’s Report 1994/95 


1994 was in general a better year for the 
Branch than 1993, though with our gains 
came some losses. The “Brown Shirts are 
slowly multiplying due to exhibitions, open 
days and gratifyingly to myself, our model- 
ling clinics. Whilst our programme covers 
a wide variety of interests, we are always 
open to suggestions of new topics for meet- 
ings. 

During our last open day I was ap- 
proached by a fairly new member who asked 
if it would be acceptable for him to write an 
article for Journal, detailing how he modi- 
fied, built and detailed a 30 class loco kit - 
YES, Journal could do with more authors. 
His next question was to enquire as to the 
possibility of having a clinic on how to de- 
sign a layout. 

Whilst this may come as second nature 
to some, it may well be a total mystery to 
others, especially those with little knowl- 
edge or appreciation of prototype railway 
operations. Following a short 3 way discus- 
sion that included our Publicity Officer; 
Programme Coordinator Glenn Percival, 
this topic WILL come up in clinic form in 
the not too distant future. I have offered to 
act as moderator for this event as it was felt 
that more will come from the clinic by open 
discussion than by trying to make a lecture 
out of the topic. Keep your eyes on the pro- 
gramme, come along, ask questions, propose 
solutions. Above all, use this member's lead 
as an example. If you have suggestions or 
"whydontchas?” for clinics or other meet- 
ings, bring them to a Committee member - 
we can't think of everything ourselves. An- 
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other clinic topic slated for this vear is the 
construction of aF351 Green Donkey loco, 
by choice of scratchbuilt, kitbuilt or 
kitbashed. If you re interested please let me 
know BEFORE the project starts. I have 
about 3 starters at the moment. 

| am pleased to advise that the Meritori- 
ous Award for the NSW Branch for 1994 has 
been presented to Bruce Thompson, largely 
for his efforts on behalf of the Branch in 
the areas of public relations and promotion. 
Congratulations and thanks, Bruce. 

The 1994 Exhibition was a little more 
rewarding than the 93 Exhibition, as we 
didn't run the Exhibition Express and the 
economy was showing signs of an upswing. 
However we are inacleft stick. The greater 
the profit we make, the more we lose in taxa- 
tion, but we do need to have successful ex- 
hibitions still if we are to keep these 
clubrooms open. Our monthly expenses 
very often exceed our monthly income. It 
costs roughly $45 each time we open the 
doors and there is no "THEM" to donate the 
funds to cover these costs, just our exhibi- 
tions, auctions and the members who staff 
these events - join us - you may enjoy it and 
ensure the continuation of our clubrooms. 

Once again I would like to thank the 
Committee members for their support 
which has made my job so easy. I should 
point out that at this time, the core com- 
mittee - Secretary, Treasurer & President - 
has remained stable for 5 years. I would like 
to think that this stability has been reflected 
in the stability and strength achieved by the 
Branch. We have had changes in the posi- 
tions of Vice President and Committee Per- 
sons during this time, which is good in that 
it increases the pool of members with 
knowledge of the workings of the Commit- 
tee Of Management and increases the op- 
tions for future management committees. 

Our layouts continue to show signs of 
progress and improvement, even the one 
with the incredibly expensive aluminium 
baseboards, although progress here is still 
largely behind the scenes. Yes, these base- 
boards are expensive when compared to the 
baseboards for Hawkesbury but, | would 
point out to those who do not know or dont 
remember, the Hawkesbury baseboards were 
produced in the Kelly family furniture fac- 
tory at NO COST to the Branch for timber, 
glue, nails or use of plant and machinery. 
The professional guidance of that construc- 
tion has been the basis of the longevity of 
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the lavout. To the best of my knowledge, 
the Branch no longer has access to this type 
of plant and the aluminium approach gives 
us our best chance fora similar working life 
for our new layout. The cost differential 
between timber and aluminium is not great 
these days and I would expect nowhere near 
26 years life from hand cut timber base- 
boards for portable use. Progress on the new 
layout has in part been limited by the lack 
of storage facilities. Once trackbed and 
track are laid, it could not be stacked the 
way it is now. The Sale By Tender of 
Hawkesbury is now being concluded, so 
with this will come storage space and 
progress. 

I would like to make a few special 
thankyou's on behalf of the members: Glenn 
Percival, who ensures that we always have 
up to date copies of the programme avail- 
able: Alan Tonks, our bus-driving Vice 
President who I believe also keeps the 
moviegraph programme up to date; Ross 
Moar, for a magnificent effort as Exhibition 
Manager (were you really trying to design 
an L7 into the exhibition layout?); Zita 
Percival, who managed to stuff all the exhi- 
bition workers - with food that is; and Bruce 
Lovett for the work put in to produce a most 
enjoyable O Gauge Mini-Convention. | 
hope you have all noticed the name tags and 
storage board for them at the door. This has 
been a medium/long term project by David 
Bennett & Glenn which has become achiev- 
able as the contents of the "computer box’ 
slowly grow stronger. Don Stone asked not 
“whydontcha” but "whydontwe’ make a rack 
to mount the badges in, and Graham 
Larmour made it happen. Thanks for the 
team effort. Last but definitely not least, 
thank you to all of our ladies who turn up 
on Fridays, Saturdays, Wednesdays and ex- 
hibitions to look after us. 

A gentle reminder to all - we have no 
paid cleaners - please leave the toilets and 
washrooms clean and tidy after you use 
them. If you bring children to the clubroom 
with you, please ensure that they also leave 
toilets & washrooms clean and tidy. 

We note with regret the passing of Bob 
Wardrop. There were others better quali- 
fied than I who wrote of Bob at the time of 
his passing - may I just reiterate our condo- 
lences to Dulcie and family. Personally I 
can think of no better way for a man to leave 
the congregation of his family, friends and 
aquaintances than to be borne away on the 
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shoulders of his sons. Adieu Bob. 


Phil Kelly. 
Committee Of 


Management 1995/96 


President: Phil Kelly 
Vice President: Alan Tonks 
Secretary: David Bennett 
Treasurer: Jack Parker 
Exhibition Manager: Ross Moar 
Committee Persons: Barry Green, Fred Stell 
Auctioneer: Phil Kelly 
Librarian: Robert Poole 
Asst Librarians: Barry Green, Arthur Harris 
Publicity Officer: <vacant> 
Asst Exhibition Manager: Fred Stell 
Exhibition Roster Clerk: Philip Lee 
Layout Sub-committees: 
N Gauge 
David Bennett, John Lischeld, Glenn 
Watson, Neil Watson. | 
HO Gauge 
Ralph Wambeek, Arthur Harris, Ed Hogan, 
Cliff Wiltshire. 
O Gauge 
Norm Read, Arthur Harris, Graham 
Larmour, Don Stone, Brian Tyson. 
New HO Layout 
Phil Kelly, Jack Parker, Glenn Percival, Alan 
Tonks. 

WANTED - ONE PUBLICITY OF- 
FICER 

Now's the chance to join a stable com- 
mittee structure and get involved in your 
club. If you feel you can contribute please 
contact the COM as soon as possible. 


Branch Diary 

FRIDAY 28/10/94 - 8mm MOVIE 
NIGHT: Fred Stell brought along a variety 
of movie projectors for club members to 
show their films with. Ross Moar showed 
an English film of the celebrations and 
"steam-by” of 125 years of railways. Jack 
Parker showed films of AMRA’s 21st Anni- 
versary in 1972 from Melbourne, New Zea- 
land and around Port Waratah Loco Depot 
(also 1972), and a film from the late ‘60s of 
a tour to Goulburn behind three 38 class 
locos. Bob Poole showed film of the Flying 
Scotsman, 3801 & 3813 and the Western 
Endeavour train. Norm Read showed film 
of the O gauge exhibition layout co-owned 
with Col Shepherd, taken by Jack Parker 
circa 1973 at the Rockdale clubrooms. Fred 
Stell also brought along a collection of his 
films including scenes from around NSW 
in the 'S0s and'60s, as well as action on the 
privately owned South Maitland and Rich- 
mond Vale coal railways. :‘The evening was 
attended by 21 members and | guest. -AT 

SATURDAY 26/11/94.- VISIT TO XPT 
MAINTENANCE CENTRE: 12 members 
were treated to a very informative inspec- 
tion of the XPT Maintenance Centre with 
John Shields, XPT Centre Manager, as tour 
guide. We witnessed the'complete servic- 
ing of an XPT, from fuelling right through 
to final detail clean and inspection before 
it was due to return to Sydney Terminal to 
take it's next load of passengers. We were 
shown through the washing plant, carriage 
cleaning area (watch out Bob Poole), engine 
reconditioning area, laboratory where 
checks are carried out on every part of the 


train, below track inspection pits and fuel- 
ling & decanting area. A bonus for us was 
an inspection of the carriage used by the 
SRA Chief Executive, AAH19. This car was 
undergoing some repairs and maintenance 
by the XPT Centre coachbuilders and it was 
greatly appreciated by all that we were able 
to view the internals of this car (they don't 


make 'em like that anymore). Thanks go to » 


Norm Read for organising the tour and to 
John Shields for putting up with lots of 
questions and video cameras (dont forget 
the film Ross). -AT 

FRIDAY 23/12/94 - LAYOUT OPERA- 
TION: 17 members and 2 guests were 
present for a layout operation come chat 
session. Those early enough were able to 
use the HO layout, but due toa problem with 
a bridge rectifier no points were operable, 
and the evening turned into a chat session. 
Ralph Wambeek then spent the rest of the 
evening tracing the problem and finally 
found the fault around 2am. -AT 

SATURDAY 21/1/95 - OPEN DAY: De- 
spite good publicity on 2BL, a rather quiet 
day (by open day standards) was had - 44 
members & 95 guests. However, the adage 
of previous open days still seems valid: we 
seem to hand out about the same number 
of AMRA membership forms regardless of 
the attendance. In fact, it may have been 
the best open day for some time in this re- 
gard. All layouts were operational, includ- 
ing for the last time "Hawkesbury". The 
weather, whilst looking somewhat threaten- 
ing early, chose not to test the temporary 
awning over our carpark. -GP 

SATURDAY 28/1/95 - VISIT TO CLYDE 
BRAEMAR & PORT KEMBLA LOCO 
DEPOT: 15 members and two guests 
boarded a minibus - with two more heading 
directly by car - for the trip to Clyde Engi- 
neering at Braemar (near Mittagong), the 
assembly plant for the SRA's 82 class. The 
double-ended 82 class, numbering 58 in all, 
is being assembled in the ex-Comeng (ANI) 
factory at Braemar in a joint venture be- 
tween Clyde and GM's EMD. The locomo- 
tives are being leased to the SRA for 15 years 
under the "Ready Power” kilometrage con- 
tract, commonly referred to as "Power by the 
Hour". Some vital statistics of the class are: 
Co-Co diesel electric 
One traction motor per axle, 500hp, forced 
air cooled 
V12 supercharged diesel, 3030hp (2259kW) 
Speed: 121 km/h 
Haulage: 1200t @ 16.2 km/h (1:40 grade) 
Length: 22m over couplers 
Weight: all-up 132t. motor 14t. generator 
Tt 
Axle load: 22t 
Fuel: 100001 
Oil: 13021 
Water: 7951. temp. 85 deg.C 
Sand: 0.5m cubic 

Each loco takes 7 weeks to assemble, 
plus one week to paint and a further week 
for testing & fault rectification. The Brae- 
mar operation runs on the "just in time’ 
principle, turning out one loco to Clyde's 
Kooragang Island facility each week. Some 
significant events in the weekly cycle are: 
Monday - a pair of bogies arrives, assem- 
bled, from Brisbane. The loco due out in 
two weeks’ time moves from the Prepara- 


tion Shop to the Paint Shop. Tuesday - the 
loco to be delivered the next week is taken 
for a light engine trial by SRA drivers. It 
returns, to have any necessary work done 
during the week. The last week's tested loco 
is then taken to Kooragang by the SRA crew. 
Friday - the chassis/underframe arrives by 
road from ANI Brisbane. The cab bodies 
and fuel tank come from Sydney, whilst die- 
sels and generators arrive by sea from the 
USA, more often than not 10 at a time caus- 
ing a storage problem. Ina first for Austral- 
ian loco building, not only have the loco- 


motives been turned out on time, but the 
2460 hours/loco target has regularly come. 


in under 2000 hours. Understandibly, Clyde 
are mindful of giving up their secrets and 


hence no cameras were allowed inside the 


factory. Another of their achievements is a 
rollover jig, designed onsite, so that heavy 
underbody items - traction motor cable 
looms, fuel tank, battery box - may be in- 
stalled with the assistance of gravity, over 5 
days. Each loco then progresses to one of 7 
workstations for about 6 weeks, until it is 
ready to be placed on it's bogies at the end 
of the building. The week for painting re- 
sults in 2-3 coats of the Freight Rail livery, 
with the end loco numbers being transfers 
and the large side numbers spraypainted on. 
The week of our visit saw 8245, the loco due 
to Kooragang the next Tuesday, having it's 
cooling system flushed; 8246 sitting be- 
tween the factory and paintshop due for 


light engine trial; and 8247 masked up in| 


the paint booth. As the rain showers got 


heavier, the "yard shunter” (a tractor) was’ 


used to push 8246 into the paintshop shed 
at 2km/h (according to the observer's 
speedo! ). Thanks go to Mr Horry Roelevink, 
Works Superintendent at Clyde Braemar for 
his hospitality and giving of his own time 
to show us around. Many have asked but 
few were accepted, thus we were very lucky 
indeed - all from an impromptu visit one 
Thursday! Alan now takes up the afternoon 
story....During our break for lunch some 
headed for Moss Vale station whilst others 
stayed with the minibus in the main street. 
Those who opted to go to the station were 
able to take a short ride on an Endeavour/ 
Xplorer and photograph an up/down freight 
train. Once everyone had gathered at Moss 
Vale station, it was decided to wait for some 
new self-propelled diesel trains to arrive so 
that they could be photographed. A bonus 
was the arrival of 8210, to pick up two wheat 
hoppers which were to be taken to’ work- 
shops for repair. After all the action had 
finished several destinations were suggested 
as a good way of filling in the rest of the 
afternoon. After much discussion it was 
decided that a visit to Port Kembia Loco was 
a good idea, as well as being on our way 
home. The trip to Port Kembla from Moss 
Vale was misty and damp, but by the time 


we arrived at Port Kembla the sun was even. 
trying hard to peep through the cloud cover.” 


After seeing the chargeman and filling out 
the appropriate forms, we headed to Loco 
and found a large amount of 600/700 and 
900 class railcars which have been set aside 
out of service. Also set aside were three 
X200 class rail tractors, two 422s and one 
80 class diesel. On the active list were 48s, 
422s, 80s, 81s and 86 class locos. After over 


© 


©) 


an hour of photography the light was get- 
ting poor and so we headed back to Rockdale 
to end another enjoyable day out. My thanks 
to tte Branch Committee for once again 
underwriting the cost of the minibus, to all 
those who participated and finally to Branch 
men ber Rob O'Connor for organising the 
minibus through his employer, Rent-A-Bus 
Australia (plug). -GP/AT 

FRIDAY 3/2/95 - VISIT TO HILLS 
MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY: 11 mem- 
bers ventured to Baulkham Hills for the sec- 
ond annual visit to HMRS' premises. Once 
again, we were shown every hospitality be- 
ing allowed use of the "Bundanoon’ exhibi- 
tion layout whilst it was in the middle of 
wiritig refurbishment. It was interesting to 
note progress on the fixed club layouts in N 
& HD gauges (now THATS a coal stage'), 
and we even "found" the Marklin Modellers 
of Sydney in their room out the back! The 
portable N gauge layout, situated this night 
with Bundanoon, was also in use for per- 
haps the last time we will see at Hills. Once 
again, an enjoyable night away from 
Rockdale - we look forward to the recipro- 
cal visit to our clubrooms on Friday 28th 
July. Please, bring your trains guys! -GP 

SATURDAY 18/2/95 - MEMBERS’ 
AUCTION: 35 members and 2 guests at- 
tended the smallest auction for some time. 
It was, however, one of the best for the 
Branch for some time. If you are consider- 
ing selling any equipment, why not try an 
AMRA Auction first? -GP 
ATTENDANCE - 1995 TO DATE 
Total: 297 members, 111 guests 
Avg: 27.0 members, 10.1 guests 
AMRA MEMBERSHIP 
as at Feb. 1995 (1994) 
NSW: 284 (276) 
Aust: 1053 (1018) 


Attendance Report - 1994 


(1993 in brackets) 

Number of meetings: 66 (61) 
Total Members: 1778 (1709) 
Total Guests: 440 (819) 

Total Attendance: 2218 (2528) 
Members Average: 26.9 (28.0) 
Guests Average: 6.7 (13.4) 

Total Average: 33.6 (41.4) 

Most Popular Meetings by Average Total 
Attendance 

Open Day 149.0 (269.7) 

Annual Dinner 52.0 (52.0) 
Exhibition, Saturday 49.0 (53.0) 
Branch AGM 49.0 (46.0) 

Xmas Function 43.0 (51.0) 
Auction 42.3 (51.0) 

Exhibition, Monday 42.0 (42.0) 
BBQs 38.0 (N/A) 

Exhibition, Sunday 37.0 (42.0) 
Layout Ops, Australian 34.5 (41.5) 
Federal AGM 34.0 (32.0) 

Layout Ops, UK 29.5 (30.0) 
Modelling Clinic/Ops 28.0 (28.5) 
Clinics, other 27.5 (25.5) 

Layout Ops, General 26.6 (26.9) 
Layout Ops, European 26.0 (24.5) 
Layout Ops, Americas 24.5 (30.5) 
Exhibition, Friday 23.0 (N/A) 
Audio/Visual 22.2 (19.9) 
Modelling Comp. 19.5 (30.0) 
Exhibition Preparation 19.0 (20.0) 
Visits 18.2 (19.9) 


Loco Pull Comp. N/A (35.0) 
Work Then Run N/A (37.7) 


From The Cab.... 


THE O GAUGE MINI-CONVENTION 
has been confirmed for Saturday | 7th June. 
A sub-committee consisting of Brian Tyson, 
Arthur Hall, Graham Larmour, Bruce 
Thompson and Phil Kelly has been formed 
for the event to take shape. Here's to as suc- 
cessful a day as last year. 

EXHIBITION NEWS: HERE'S YOUR 
chance to be famous! We are looking for a 
feature photo for this year's flyer and Exhi- 
bition Guide cover. The subject should bea 
model rather than prototype, the shot evenly 
lit so that it prints up ok, and be an original 
work. Credit will be given for the shot, as it 
was for Ralph Wanbeek last year. If you 
would like to submit any shots, please con- 
tact Ross Moar or any COM member as soon 
as possible. 

HO LAYOUT NEWS: FEEDBACK is 
required as to what interest there is in hav- 
ing narrow gauge on the layout. One idea 
under consideration is to have a narrow 
gauge railway at the coal mine. The layout 
committee needs to know what narrow 
gauge is used by members and what they 


would like to see on the HO layout. So, if 


you are interested in HOn3.5, HOn2.5, HOe 
or similar please give some feedback to the 
committee. 

IN THE CONTEXT OF carparking on 
Wednesdays, it has been requested of us by 
one of the adjoining businesses that, if our 
cars are identified by an AMRA window 
decal, we can then be asked to move them 
from the dead-end right-of-way to allow 


- access for said businesses. From the point 


of view of the Council carpark as well 
("Journal” #218,220), it would be wise for 
all regulars at Rockdale to affix one of these 
decals. They are only 50c and are in stock 
in the Shop. 

A REMINDER HAS BEEN requested 
that Wednesdays are designated as a work 
day, not a running day. If there are enough 
who wish a midweek session, why not ap- 
proach the COM to set aside a regular day? 
It works for other Branches. 

HAS ANYONE SEEN THE latest epi- 
sode in the "Nescafe" ad series? It's the one 
where the daughter boards the train for the 
City & the Conservatorium. Whilst typing 
all this I just caught it on TV for the first 
time and I'd swear it's Exeter station! Does 
this mean we now have to calli the layout 
"Valley Town?" (I think that's what it said.) 


Duty Officers Required! 

Due to a relative shortage of available 
Officers on Friday nights, one or two more 
would be most welcome. If you are avail- 
able on Fridays in particular and can assist, 
please contact the COM. All Duty Officers 
receive an information brief, roster & badge, 
have the backing of COM and are usually 
only required to act once every 8-10 weeks. 


AMRA NSW Clubwear 


At the time of writing, all orders placed 
to 18th February are with the manufacturer/ 
embroiderer. Orders for clubwear are now 
only processed on a six monthly basis, thus 
DEADLINES will be LATE JANUARY & 
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LATE JULY. It is strongly suggested that 
all jacket orders be placed for the January 
processing, as their cost is rising and small 
orders are also subject to a surcharge. As 
explained previously in this column, orders 
can be processed only when numbers are 
sufficient. All new Branch members should 
receive an order form in their membership 
kit but, new member or "old", it is never too 
late to place an order - order forms are al- 
ways available from the clubroom - call, call 
in or write for one! 


Library News 


As the complete Library collection is 
being audited, many duplicate magazines 
are being found - complete years in some 
cases. As there is simply not room, nor the 
necessity, for so much duplication, excess 
stock will be disposed of over the ensuing 
months, including at Members’ Auctions. If 
any member is interested in what is avail- 
able and/or cannot get to an auction, etc., 
have a chat to Bob Poole. 

The details of Library usage are as fol- 
lows: 

Usage of the Library, whether it be at the 
clubrooms or for borrowing, costs members 
$2 each for the year between Branch AGMs 
(February to February). All Library mem- 
berships fall due at AGM time. Not all © 
books are available to be borrowed (taken 
outside the clubrooms), in particular sev- 
eral irreplaceable works have disappeared 
over the years and all works are being reas- 
sessed as to whether they may leave the 
premises. In short, "red spot" books are ref- 
erence works only whilst "green spot" books 
may be borrowed out. 


Members’ Discounts 


The establishments listed below have 
indicated they will favour A.M.R.A. mem- 
bers as detailed. To obtain the considera- 
tion listed, members MUST show a CUR- 
RENT membership card (establishments 
know what to look for), and be at least a lit- 
tle discreet. In the words of one retailer, 
"When we have offered extra discounts we 
have been embarrassed with the situation 
of such a member announcing that he 
should get a discount on $2 worth of track 
pins. Other customers then cannot compre- 
hend why such a clown gets 10% when the 
twenty or thirty dollar purchase they are 
making doesn't seem to qualify.” 

CASULA HOBBIES, LIVERPOOL now 
offer 10% off. 

HOBBYCO, CITY will offer 10% off 
across the store, except markdowns and spe- 
cials. PUNCHBOWL HOBBY CENTRE, 
BANKSTOWN will offer 10% off, except 
consigned goods. SYDNEY HOBBIES, 
DRUMMOYNE will offer 10% off models 
only, cash or cheque customers. A larger 
discount may be available for bulk (Club) 
orders. THE MODEL RAILWAY CENTRE, 
GYMEA will offer 10% off, except on con- 
signed goods. TOYMAN IMPORTS/ 
YENNORA HOBBIES, YENNORA will of- 
fer further savings on their regular prices 
wherever possible. VAGGS HOBBIES, 
MIRANDA will give 10% off. | 

CRONULLA STEEL FABRICATORS, 
6/141 Taren Point Rd CARINGBAH, will 
give favourable consideration to members. 
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This firm was involved in shoring up the 
frame that the ‘Hawkesbury’ lavout travels 
in. 

More establishments will appear as con- 
firmed, and this list also appears on the 
"A.M.R.A. N.S.W. Shop’ noticeboard in the 
foyer. 


The AMRA NSW Shop 


CLUB SHIRTS 

Adult sizes 16-26 $26.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) $ 2.00 ea. 
Personalised embroidered BONDS “The 
Penguin Shirt’ polvester/cotton pocketed 
shirts. “Natural” (beige) in colour, with 
AMRA logo on non-pocket side & your 
name above pocket. 


CLUB JACKETS 
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Adult sizes 14-26 $38.00 ea. 
Child sizes 6-16 $30.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) $ 5.00 ea. 


"KAY'S Custom Sportswear’ OR "BONDS" 
premium jersey fleece zip jacket, embroi- 
dered +and personalised as above. Dark 
brown in colour. Orders placed for July may 
be delayed. 

ORDERS ONLY PROCESSED late Janu- 
ary & late July for Clubwear. 


CLUB VIDEOS 

A.M.R.A. in 92 $18.00 ea. 
AMRA ‘91 $15.00 ea. 
BOTH together $24.00 ea. 


A.M.R.A. in ‘92 appended to your AMRA 
‘91 

$ 8.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) $ 4.00 ea. 
CALLIN, CALL OR WRITE for order forms 
for any of the above’ 
SOUVENIR "SYDNEY MODEL RAILWAY 
EXHIBITION’ MUGS 
Limited Edition! $ 7.00 ea. 
GAUGES TO AMRA STANDARDS 
Limited Stocks! 


HO GAUGE 

Wheel/Track Code100 $3.40 ea. 
Code 70 $ 3.40 ea. 

Check gauge $ 6.80 ea. 

N GAUGE 

Wheel gauge $ 3.40 ea. 

Track gauge Code 80 $ 3.40 ea. 
Code 55 $ 3.40 ea. 


M.E.K. MODELLING CEMENT 

125ml bottle $10.00 ea. 

SELLEYS "AQUADHERE" 

one litre bottle $ 5.00 ea. 

ALUMINIUM DIECAST G-CLAMPS = $ 

1.50 ea. 

two inch (51mm), with plastic foot & han- 

dle 

C&K BRAND QUALITY SWITCHES 

#7201 DPDT $ 3.50 ea. 

#7203 DPDTcentre-off $3.50 ea. 

#7105 DPDTcentre-off $4.00 ea. 

momentary action (for your hand 

throttles!) 

LIGHT EMITTING DIODES (LEDs) 
1.5mm red $ 0.75 ea. 

DIODE BRIDGES LIMITED STOCK: 
6A-PIV100V $4.50 ea. 


plastic encapsulation with centre mounting 


hole 

SMALL ALLIGATOR CLIPS 
packet of 10 $1.00 pkt 

AMRA CAR WINDOW DECALS 


ea. 


$0.50 


affix to inside of back window 
STYRENE SHEETS (set of 5) 
60,.40,20,20,10 thou. $10.00 ea. 
CORK BALLAST STRIPS 
1/8" (for HO gauge) lmx 4cm $ 0.60 ea. 
1/16" (for N gauge) Imx 2cm $0.20 ea. 
SAMPLES ONLY IN STOCK: 
Genuine Pelton Australian scale coal 

150g bag $8.00 ea. 
Prototvpe 160mm max. In O, HO& N scale. 


Club Programme Notes 


It is never too late for programme sug- 
gestions so if you have any, please jot them 
down and send them to the Committee. 

THE VISIT TO BERRIMA District 
Model Railway Club at Moss Vale has been 
postponed for the medium term, after con- 
sideration of that clubs current status. In- 
stead they will be invited to Rockdale for 
our meetings on Friday 14th & Saturday 
1Sth July. We can then consider the matter 
further. 

THE PROPOSED TRIP TO Cowra in 
April has been postponed to November by 
decision of COM. It was felt that the No- 
vember climate would be more pleasant. At 
this stage the plan is to depart early on the 
Saturday for Cowra. Lachlan Valley Model 
Railway Club meets on a Sunday morning 
in the yellow MHO at the LVR Depot, so 
that would leave Saturday & Sunday after- 
noon for looking over LVR itself and Cowra 
City Caravan Park. Initial estimates place 
the cost of the trip at around $55 encom- 
passing travel, accommodation in LVR's 
TAM cars and breakfast. More information 
to follow. 

THE NEXT PROJECT PROPOSED for 
the Monthly Modelling Clinic is a locomo- 
tive, F(351) X10 class 2-4-0T suburban pas- 
senger side tank. The class was introduced 
in 1885, totalling 18 in all. After a fatal ac- 
cident involving No.363 at Sydenham in 
February 1901, the class was confined to 
loco depots with the last member No.365 
(1042) being retired from Cardiff Work- 
shops in January 1973. There are a couple 
of options available to make the model. If 
vou are interested at all, please contact Phil 
Kelly as soon as possible! | 

OUR RESIDENT C.T.C. GURU on the 
HO layout, Fred Stell, runs small clinics as 
required to give personal instruction on 
operating this major component of the lay- 
out. These instruction sessions may be held 
on either the 2nd or 4th Saturday of the 
month (i.e. anon-meeting day) as arranged. 
If you would like to gain experience on the 
C.T.C. panel, speak to Fred at the club or 
phone 534-5121 to arrange a clinic session. 

IT IS PROPOSED THAT work may 
progress on the New HO Exhibition Layout 
on running days. If you are interested in 
assisting, make vourself known to that sub- 
committee: Phil Kelly, Jack Parker, Alan 
Tonks or Glenn Percival. Thank you to 
those who have indicated an interest thus 
far. | 


Branch Programme 
April to August 1995 


April 
Sat 15th Layout Operation (General ) 
Sat 22nd Clinic: "Sound Systems & 


Throttles” - Phil Kelly 


Fri 28th Slides: "What a Year” - Col 
Gilbertson 

May 

Sat 6th Layout Operation 
(Australian) 

Fri 12th Monthly Modelling Clinic 
Layout Operation, HO & N 
Gauges (General) 

Sat 20th SPECIAL GENERAL 
MEETING 2pm 
Clinic: “Couplers in O,HO,N 
Gauges - AMRA Members 

Fri 26th to be advised 

June 

Sat 3rd Members’ Auction 
(please book lots in by 2pm) 

Fri 9th Monthly Modelling Clinic 
Layout Operation, HO & N 
Gauges (General) 

Sat 17th * Q GAUGE MINI- 
CONVENTION ** 

Fri 23rd Lavout Operation 
(European) 

July 3 

Sat Ist Audio/Visual: "By Request” 

Fri 7th Layout Operation 
(Americas ) 

Sun 9th Visit Richmond Vale 
Railway, Pelaw Main (by 
minibus) 

Fri 14th Monthly Modelling Clinic 
Layout Operation, HO & N 
Gauges (General) 

Sat 15th Layout Operation (General) 

Sat 22nd Clinic: AMRA’s N Gauge 
Layout 

Fri 28th Host visit by Hills Model 
Railway Society 

August 

Sat Sth Clinic: "Layout Design 
Forum’ - Phil Kelly, 
Moderator 

Fri 11th Monthly Modelling Clinic 
Layout Operation, HO & N 
Gauges (General) 

Sat 19th Layout Operation (General) 
Annual Dinner 

Fri 25th Slides: John Stormont (to be 
confirmed) 

NOTES 

* WORK DAYS: Wednesdays from late 


morning; most Monday nights 7:30-10pm. 
# Continuing Clinics possible on Layout 
Operation days, including — scratch/ 
kitbashing, throttles & work on New Exhi- 
bition Layout. * On Layout Operation days 
PRIORITY is given to prototype indicated. 
* Guests welcome at meetings unless oth- 
erwise indicated. 
* Meeting times, unless otherwise indicated, 
are: 

Ist & 3rd Saturdays 2:00 to 5:30pm 

2nd & 4th Fridays 7:30 to 11:00pm. 
* Clubrooms are situated in Chapel Lane, 
Rockdale. 

Phone 567-1899. 
* This programme is subject to change with- 
out notice. | 

Updated programmes available from the 
Clubrooms. 
* All correspondence on N.S.W. Branch 
matters should be addressed to: The Sec- 
retary, AMRA NSW, PO Box 194, 
ROCKDALE NSW 2216. 


eo 
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“ein eae ae eats aaa 3 (UOC 
THE GREAT RAILWAY 


“SWAPMEET"™ 


VICTORIAN DIVISION 
at | 
St. Andrew's Uniting Church Hall, Malvern Road GARDINER 
on 
Saturday, 20 May, 1995 
10.00 am to 4.00 pm | 


Admission $1.00 


| | 
| Iti is proposed to hold "SWAP MEETS" on a quarterly basis in 1995, the tentative 
dates being August 19 and November 18. 


| 
Organised by the Australian Railway Historical Society 


Further information frcm - lan Jenkin 6 Hope Street, Glen Iris 3146 


WANTED TO BUY 


Collector requires - Model Railway items! 
* Modern * Old * Collectable 
Hornby, Triang, Lima, Bachman, Athearn, 
~ Roco, Fleishman, Wrenn, Hornby Dublo, etc. 
Any model railway accessories - any quantity. 
Also sets, layouts, complete collections 
Plastic, Diecast, Tinplate, aneacee or 
Clockwork 
hana all 


Telephone (03) 509 4564 evenings. 
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LOCH HOBBIES 


Victoria Street Loch 


A pleasant one hour drive from 
Frankston or Dandenong on the 
way to historic Coal Creek 


Quite a range of model railway equipment stocked 


Open Saturdays and Sundays only between 10am and 4pm 
Postal address 
Loch Hobbies 
P.O. Box 6 
Loch, Victoria 3945 


South Gippsland's Train Shop 


| 


CAS HOBBIES SUPPLY 


Mail Order business catering for enthusiasts who 
require that little bit of extra caring service. 
Let us know your requirements. Please include a SAE 


We will post anywhere in Australia. NSW $2.00 
—Qld-Vic-Tas $3.00 SA-NT $4.00 WA $5.00 
LAY BUYS AVAILABLE 


"YOUR WISH IS OUR COMMAND" 


Cas Hobbies Supply 
P.O. Box 24 


Shellharbour Square NSW 2529 


For ail your specialised tool requirements 


MICRO CHUCK 

*For use mainly in drill presse or hand hela 
ripping is easy.firm and accurate. 
‘Kan be held in amy L/S" or 2/8" rollet or standard chuck. 
*Sultable for 60 to 209 wire aauge CPiligiesancican SLO. 00 
AUTOMATIC CENTRE FUNCH 

Hardened and arcund purch point. 

tHeavy knurled body for aasy Mad ING. ccc e acne caw na £19.00 
*Pisimt is @asily removed for resharing or reclacement. 
V-BLOCK ANID CLAMP SET 

*Made of tool steellaAardened and Spurned. 


‘Matched accuracy of goon" 


ip 


Supplied im fairs with two TLAMPS. ewe we ee ee ee ep FEO 
*V mapacity i". size of blacks 1 174" i i/4sx 1 S75", 
FIN VICE S&T 

*Ideal for holdina small tools . rods, wires and taps ater, 
*lollete grip tishtly when chuck is tightened, | 

Ker led firmer srip. *Size range © - 3/16". eee eo eo $20.00 
MACHINIST'S SCRIBER (4 types) 

‘enue led body with a mub cap for better grip. 

*Hardened point. Overall lenagth i2tmm 5 LJ a6ee0 08 7000 
DEPTH GALIRE WITH FPROTRACTOS 


*friom 2 -1EO™~ in o 
*The rule 3 1he lenath 6" 150mm 
*Spring tension ria Or eacurate dapth and 
anale MBASUPMANES. wee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee ee ee ee FPF, 
FIN CHUCK SET 
*Pesigqned for fioldi = 
*Complete with three interchangeable mallets ....815.00 
ARCHIMEDEAN DRILL 

*SPiral type hand drill with steel chuck (0-1.0mm) 
*Superbly made preciscon tool with aprlicathions in many 
VUSLIS ee estes ee ceed eee erase eeeaaevaveucascedecn $9.00 
UNIVERSAL WORKHOLGER , 

"Useful for holding small and ode shaped parts. 

*fior carving, sawins.,polishine etc. includes four peas for 
Various postions as PREQL PS. bse eee eneeceseceae $30.06 
MICROBOX DRIL! SETS : 

H.S.5 209 PO SET G.3 
MARNIFEYES 
*Lightweight fully adjustable 
*lomelete with three clipe interchanae lenes, 
* 1.374, 2 172, 2 3/74, 


= 
? obese dae 7 
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oD tee 
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fy 
YQ 
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~~ 


MiNi _ 1 rey &. hy 14 £f— =D. sua sess $27. ro 


* fantastic for intricate work eee eww wee eee cea se S29IL95 

SWISS ANI ENGLISH FILES | 

MOVER 400 DIFFERENT SHAPES. CUTS ANm srres Im STOCK 

WE USUALLY HAVE THE ONE You HAVE BE a 
j 


| ay 
ALL FILES.........87.00 OF FIVE FILES .......0..8275.00 
PLUS HUNDREDS OF OTHER HARE To GET TOOLS, 


SEND FOR OUR FREE PRICE LIst 

MATL ORDERS ARE ALWAYS SENT ON THE DAY WE GET THEM. 
ORDERS OVER #50.00 POSTAGE IS FREE OF CHARGE. 

*SEE US IN YOUR STATE AT YOUR masoR ESHIBITIONS 


_ 


et ee 


__WE HAVE MOVED TO A NEW WAREHOUSE. \ 


Unit 2 / 9 Corbusier Place, Phone/fax: (09) 240 2939 
Baicatta W.A. 6021 Mobile: 015 283 414 
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WANTED! 


Model Trains 
All makes, models and gauges 
Hornby * Triang * Wrenn * Fleischmann * Lima * Rivarossi 


L.G.B. * Athearn * Marklin * Powerline * Bachmann * Roco 
Mainline * Dapol 


Model Railway Equipment 


Collections * Single items * Deceased estates * anything considered 


Early Toy Trains 


Clockwork * Electric * Steam * Tinplate * Diecast * Engines 
Rolling stock * Accessories * Catalogues 


Bassett-Lowke * Hornby * Bing * Lionel * Robilt * Ferris 
Trixtwin * Mettoy * Hornby-Dublo * American Flyer * Marx 
Leeds * Ives * Exley * Farish * Bowman 


All old and early trains and toys considered! 


Wanted by enthusiastic collector, member of Train Collectors 
Society and Hornby Railway Collectors Association 


Top cash paid for good quality items 


Write to Train Collector, 4 Tarwin Court, Nort 
Vic 3175 | 
Phone (03) 795 3646 


